
By Doug Kates
In recent years, the New York-New 

Jersey Club has held a very successful me-
morial to honor veterans at On Top of  
the World.

But this year it’s going to be a little 
different.

It’s going to be exciting. It’s going to 
be full of  gratitude. It’s going to be a day 
we recognize veterans from all over the 
world.

With help from the newly formed 
On Top of  the World Veterans Group, a 
new, special event will be taking place in 
the East Activity Center auditorium on 
Wednesday, May 15 at 1:30 p.m.

In the glow of  Armed Forces Day 
(May 18), the New York-New Jersey Club 
and Veterans Group is inviting you to a 
one-hour service in which the whole com-
munity can give thanks to every single vet-
eran living in our community.

Empath Health is coming aboard and 
together our community will recognize 
all veterans, from all countries, men and 
women, serving all over the world and 
representing all branches.

Since it’s Peace Officers Day on the 
same day, we will even thank any former 
peace officers who currently reside in our 
community.

For one hour, it will be one big “thank 
you” party,

“I think this is going to be a great 
thing,” said William Peterson, who repre-
sents both OTOW clubs. “I did some re-
search and Armed Forces Day is celebrat-
ed around the world and this is perfect for 
us because we have so many people here 
who have served around the world.”

The program will open with patriotic 
music, presentation of  colors, the Nation-
al Anthem and a moment of  silence for 
those we have lost.

This will be followed by words of  
appreciation, guest speakers, recognition 
of  veterans, spouses and caregivers, and 
a special program from Empath Health.

Each veteran will be receiving a cer-

tificate to mark this day.
In March and April, a form appeared 

in the OTOW newspaper for veterans to 
fill out prior to getting this certificate. If  
you are a veteran and plan on attending, 
and forgot to submit this form, the orga-
nizers behind this event will give you one 
more day to contact them with your per-
sonal information.

Please write to otowveteransgroup@
gmail.com. Include your name, rank, years 
served, where served, branch and how 

many people will be attending the event 
with you. Your email must be received by 
midnight on Wednesday, May 1.

Everyone who attends is invited for 
refreshments, including all guests. Even if  
you don’t know a veteran, you’re still invit-
ed to attend and show your appreciation.

Also available will be special hand-
made angels you can purchase and give 
to your favorite veterans. The angels were 
made right here at OTOW and come in 
two varieties - camoflouge, and red, white 

and blue. The cost is $5 and proceeds will 
go toward organizing future events.

The next Veterans Group meeting 
will take place 2 p.m., Wednesday, June 5 
in the EAC Yellow Room.

Starting in June, and for the rest of  
the summer, the Veterans Group informa-
tion table will only be open for business at 
8:30 a.m. on Thursdays, in the auditorium. 
Mondays will return in the fall. For more 
information, write to the Veterans Group 
at otowveteransgroup@gmail.com
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Last year the East Activity Center was filled with veterans and guests during a special memorial trib-
ute at On Top of the World. This year’s event will be a celebration for everyone who served around 
the world.              (OTOW News file photo by Mary Lou Wall)

This month, come celebrate 
our veterans and their service

Armed Forces Day at OTOW - May 15 / Armed Forced Day in the U.S. - May 18
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By Patrick Ellingham
This month, Bottles and Brushes fol-

lowed the sun. Sunsets tend to generate 
warm colors. Though it is an iconic Flor-
ida scene, it still allows variations to suit 
each artist’s taste and vision.

Landscapes generally start with the 
background. Instructor Eileen Maher 
showed the group that filling the canvas 
with a solid color is not the best approach, 
not to mention that it takes longer to dry. 
Using one color doesn’t really capture na-
ture’s palate. Combining yellows, oranges, 
and red creates a more spectacular back-
drop.

Loading both sides of  a brush with a 
different color, and then pulling the paint 
along with short strokes, while switching 
from one side to another creates some 
neat variations.

Where to start is a question one of  
the members posed. Eileen said she would 
start at the top, going from dark to light as 
you move down the canvas. Wetting the 
brush thins the paint out a little and allows 
it to flow more easily. The brush needs to 
be squeezed out a little so it isn’t too wet, 
which would require a second coat of  
paint.

Including more yellow in the lower 
third captures the brighter rays of  the sun 
before it disappears below the horizon.

Eileen said, “The horizon line should 
be straight, but the water can go up and 

down.” The bottom “frame” of  the com-
position would be the land. The horizon 
line could be a darker red with some black 
outlining.

The palm trees were the final element. 
These were done in black, as was the land 
below them. Eileen demonstrated how to 
create the palm fronds: A thinner brush 
was used following the technique of  put-
ting dots of  paint on the canvas and then 
pulling them down. The branches then 
form and spread out. The artists achieved 
some interesting effects, each being some-
what different from the others.

Eileen said they had created a silhou-
ette painting, which combine a multi-col-
ored background with a black foreground. 
All through the process, the members of  
the group were encouraging each other, 
sharing paint and materials, enjoying some 
beverages and cookies and genuinely hav-
ing a good time. The catchphrase of  the 

group might be: “It doesn’t have to be 
perfect.”  The experience definitely was.

To become part of  this fun group, 
join us at the next meeting, which will be 
Wednesday. May 8, at 6 p.m. in the East 
Activity Center Largo Room (Art Room). 
For more information, call Eileen Maher 
at 727-331-0710.

From left to right are sunset artists Terry Davey, Toni Young, Eileen Maher 
and Karen Bodine.

Artists learn how to blend colors to create sunsets
Red, yellow, orange



Page 4 /May 2019 ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS



ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS                    May 2019 / Page 5

Four Ways To Turn Your Water On or Off
1. Call 727-799-3417 (Option 6). Messages will be retrieved Monday-Friday, 7 am - 5 pm.
2. Visit the Community Service Office in the East Activity Center, 8:30 am-3 pm, Mon-Fri.
3. Go online to otowclearwaterinfo.com and fill out a service request.
4. For emergency service, call 799-1115 from 6-9 pm weekdays and 12-9 on weekends.
A $35 payment by check will be required.

Service Policy

Residents must provide a date and time for service. A minimum 2-hour service window exists. Field personnel answer requests from 
7:30 am - 5:15 pm weekdays and 7:30-11:30 am on weekends. There is no charge during normal business hours.

You must be present in all circumstances for your water to be turned on.

Safer Driving
Community-wide safety is every resi-

dent’s business.
One of  the best places to start is with 

driving.
There have been many instances of  

“unsafe” driving in the community over 
the years. It is almost as if  this behavior 
happens so frequently that it is considered 
normal. 

In April, the Management Company 
received complaints and heard stories 
about property damage, drivers running 
off  the road, residents being hit, and most 
recently, sadly, a dog was killed.

I tell you this not to sadden you, but 
to raise awareness.

It is the responsibility of  each and 
every person driving in the community to 
slow down and not drive under the influ-
ence. Please be aware of  residents who are 
out walking and especially those who are 
walking their pets.

Be aware of  pedestrian traffic out en-
joying our beautiful scenery. 

Accidents are avoidable.
The safety of  all drivers and pedestri-

ans is a priority at all times.
Don’t be the cause of  another story 

about a struck pedestrian, or about a dog 
owner who had to pick up his injured pet 
and carry him home, knowing there was 
no hope to save it.

Don’t let your day end with a memory 
that you will take with you each and every 
day thereafter.

Remember, this is your community. 
Do what is within your ability to keep On 
Top of  the World safe.

Hurricane Preparedness Week
Hurricane season is almost upon us. 

Don’t be caught unprepared.
Hurricane preparedness week begins 

Sunday, May 5, and runs through Saturday, 
May 11.

Take the time during this week to bet-
ter prepare yourself. Evaluate the essen-
tials and determine what you need to do 
to protect your family.

Review your evacuation plan. 
Know the location of  local shelters 

and those shelters who assist with special 
needs. You can find this information as 
well as an evacuation map by going on-
line and visiting www.pinellascounty.org/
emergency/shelters.htm.

Remember, the OTOW activity cen-
ters are not approved shelters so be sure 
you have a safe place to evacuate to if  the 
need arises.

Check your supplies to be sure you 
have enough non-perishable food, water 
and medication to cover at least seven days.

Also, have some extra cash on hand. 
Have a battery powered weather radio and 
some flash lights with extra batteries.

If  you don’t have a radio, you may 
purchase one in the Community Service 
Office.

Check your insurance coverage and 
contact your agent to review your policy 
by asking for an insurance check-up. 

Many people fear hurricanes for their 
high winds, when in fact, history shows, it 
is rising water that causes most fatalities. 

Stay safe and don’t drive through 
flooded streets as it is almost impossible 
to determine the depth of  the water that 
covers the roadway.

Remember, turn around, don’t drown.
Because localized flooding within the 

community is always a concern, your As-
sociation and Parkway Maintenance and 
Management will make every effort to 
communicate before, during and after a 
storm event. 

Be sure to sign up for Rave Mobile 
Safety as this is one of  the quickest ways 
information will be conveyed. You can 
sign up by visiting www.otowclearwater-
info.com and clicking on the community 
info tab.

Spare Car Keys
If  you are leaving your vehicle in your 

parking space over the summer, be sure to 
leave an extra set of  keys with a trusted 
neighbor. This ensures, should the need 

arise, that your vehicle can be moved to 
better accommodate work crews. The 
holder of  your spare set of  car keys should 
be conveyed to your Association or the 
Community Service Office. You can also 
post a note on the dashboard indicating 
the key holder.

There are many paving, pressure 
washing and asphalt smelting projects 
on the schedule this summer and this re-
quires that vehicles be moved to make way 
for workers and equipment.

As a last resort, vehicles may need to 
be towed and relocated to another loca-
tion if  they are blocking access for the 
project or if  it is at risk of  damage.

The cost of  towing and recovery may 
be the residents.

As a reminder, update your contact 
information in your record. You can do 
this by visiting the Community Service 
Office (CSO) or by going to www.otow-
clearwaterinfo.com and clicking on the 
Service Department tab. This applies for 
both your permanent information and 
contact information while away.

Assigned Parking
Many residents have more than one 

vehicle and some are parking a second ve-
hicle at another building. This has become 
an issue.

It is important to note that numbered 
parking spaces are assigned exclusively to 
residents. Visitor parking is first come, 
first served, in spaces marked with a ‘V’ 
and are not intended for indefinite use by 
one party.

Visitor parking is for short stay visi-
tors and not residents. 

If  you have a second vehicle, utilize 
your numbered spaces, and/or on-street 
parking. Street parking is available on any 
streets not marked with “No Parking” sig-
nage. All parking space changes must be 
requested in writing, to the Association 
through the CSO. Include a sketch/draw-
ing of  your current space and that of  the 
new space you would like to be assigned. 
If  the proposed space is assigned to an-
other resident, they will need to also pro-
vide, in writing, their agreement with the 
parking space change.

 Community Service Information
The Community Service Office 

(CSO) hours of  operation are Monday 

through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The office closes for lunch from noon to 
12:30, Monday through Friday, unless oth-
erwise posted.

Calls and voicemails are responded 
to during normal business hours. Once 
a resident’s need is identified, a service 
order will be generated and submitted to 
the appropriate department to address the 
matter. 

 The goal of  the CSO is to make an 
initial assessment of  the submitted request 
to discern if  it is urgent or a non-emergen-
cy. Once the matter is assessed, a plan to 
resolve will be made and scheduled.

Generally, all non-emergency service 
requests are assessed and addressed in the 
order in which they are received.

As a reminder, window repair items, 
exclusive to the unit, are the owner’s re-
sponsibility. The Association’s responsi-
bility is to the structure and common ele-
ments. 

From time to time, it may become 
necessary for us to contact you with ques-
tions regarding your request. As a remind-
er, it is not necessary to report service re-
quests more than one time. If  you have 
any questions regarding your request, 
please stop into the Community Service 
Office for more information. 

Service Request Line 
If  you are unable to visit the Com-

munity Service Office, the OTOW phone 
number to submit a service request is 
727-683-6981. Please call this number to 
submit a service request only for a general 
building matter in the common areas only. 

Please do not leave health-related 
emergency information on the service re-
quest line as this will delay the amount of  
time it takes us to respond to non-emer-
gency service requests.

For a life-threatening emergency, 
please dial 911.

For a power outage, call Duke Energy 
at 800-228-8485. 

The OTOW emergency after-hours 
phone number is 727-799-1115. Please 
call this number, afterhours, in the event 
of  an emergency, such as water intrusion 
into your unit.

For all other inquiries regarding gen-
eral issues or questions that are not service 
related, you will need to come in person to 
the Community Service Office.

Take responsibility for safe driving
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The month of  May is the time your 
Board begins to put together the budget 
for the coming fiscal year.

The Association fiscal year runs from 
July 1 through June 30.

There are many components to con-
sider:  insurance coverage on buildings, 
including wind storm damage, paving 
projects, ongoing railing replacement, the 
code compliance challenge of  adding a 
smoke detector in older buildings (pre-
code), and replacing aging water mains.

The point is this, it promises to be an 
interesting and challenging year as your 
Board considers long term capital projects 
and day-to-day operations.  

The On Top of  the World General 
Meeting will be held in the East Activ-
ity Center at On Top of  the World, 2069 
World Parkway Boulevard East, Clearwa-
ter, Florida 33763, beginning at 10 a.m., 
on Friday, June 14, 2019.

A Board of  Administration meeting 
of  the Association will follow immediately 
after adjournment of  the Annual Meeting.

Recap of  the last 11 months
 The business of  managing a commu-

nity the size of  a small city is very difficult.  
There are so many moving parts and piec-
es. The point of  all the effort is to give you 
the type of  community and quality living 
environment you deserve.

This past year, your Board has again 
received many positive comments on its 
attempt to enforce standards and ensure a 
well-run and fiscally stable community for 
all residents. Without your support, the 
Board could not function.   

Current and proposed projects in 
progress are: Installation of  new LED 
lighting in the wood shop, toy shop, lapi-
dary room, the Dunedin Room (old Com-
puter Room), Safety Harbor Room (old 
Yellow Room), the Exercise Room and 
the West Activity Center pool area.

Also, the East Activity Center pool pit 
area underwent resurfacing. 

 New vinyl floors, new ceiling tiles 
and fresh paint have been added to the 
Dunedin Room (Computer Room), Exer-
cise Room and Safety Harbor Room (Yel-
low Room).

The Good Karma Café, Safety Har-
bor Room (Yellow Room), library, Ozona 
room (Small Card Room) and the Dune-
din Room (Computer Room) now have 
new HVAC upgrades, which have made 
them more comfortable with better tem-
perature and comfort control.

Elevator remodeling is scheduled for 
the East Activity Center in July. Updates 
will be provided through Rave Mobile 
Safety and posted notices.

The Pavilion Project has been one 
long headache, as I have previously writ-
ten about in my articles. It seemed like it 
took an unreasonably long time to get the 
local building department to permit this 
project. Once underway, and about one-
third of  the way into the project, the con-
struction superintendent walked off  the 
job to take other employment, leaving us 
with the challenge of  finding a competent 
construction superintendent to manage 

this project to completion.
Strangely, if  this was a high dollar capital 

project, it would have been easier to hire or 
outsource. There is so much work happen-
ing in the County now, a small dollar project 
like this just does not get the interest. 

I’m pleased to say, we have found the 
right manager to finish this project effi-
ciently.  In the last 30 days, good controls 
are back in place and the project is back 
on track.

The other aggravation about the Pa-
vilion Project is access to the new tennis 
courts, which remains restricted. I com-
pletely understand the frustration the ten-
nis players may feel at not being able to play 
on the completed courts. Something I inad-
vertently omitted from my May print news-
paper article is:  The tennis courts cannot 
be opened now because the entire site is 
under a single site permit issued by Pinellas 
County, and opening the courts is therefore 
tied to the completion of  the pavilion and 
restrooms, as well as shuffleboard, horse-
shoes and connecting sidewalks.

The good news is that barring weath-
er and building department delays, the en-
tire project is on schedule to be completed 
by mid –June 2019.  I know someone will 
write me about the gate facing Colum-
bia Drive, however, this gate will not be 
opened because of  the need to cross over 
an uneven, newly established grass strip 
into an active construction zone to get to 
the tennis courts. 

For safety reasons, the Association 
cannot take on that risk. So I’m sorry to 
say, I have no easy answer for this except 
to complete the project as fast as possible.  

Both parking lots at the East and West 
Activities Centers have been restriped.

Much of  the pool furniture was re-
strapped, replacing many of  the older vi-
nyl straps.

Repairing the spa leak in the whirlpool 
at the West Activity Center proved very 
challenging. No contractor we contacted 
wanted to undertake the work.  Not so sur-

prising as the plumbing is not readily ac-
cessible and no contractor was certain what 
they’d find or how complicated a small 
problem could evolve into.  Fortunately, 
Management was able to tap knowledge-
able resources from the sister OTOW in 
Ocala and the matter was resolved.  

Aspirational projects for the balance 
of  this fiscal year and into the next year in-
clude attempting to work with Duke En-
ergy on establishing multiple car charging 
stations near each of  the activity centers.  

Planning a timeframe for approval of  
project is very open.  Not to be slamming 
Duke Energy, they’re a great company and 
have a lot going on, but they certainly work 
on a different clock and calendar than any 
contractor we know of. There are many 
moving parts to consider, such as providing 
points for electric service from the building 
to the charger sites and the availability of  
Duke personnel for installation.

Pressure washing and cleaning all 
sidewalks is ongoing. The challenges are 
residents not complying with postings 
and moving their vehicles. Management 
is faced with just clean around them, but 
that has its own sets of  challenges.

I have previously written about the 
Pedestrian/Bike Path Project.  Plans were 
submitted to the County for review and 
comments. As of  this writing, we have 
heard nothing from the County reviewers. 

We are continuing to troubleshoot 
sprinklers within the community to ensure 
proper coverage of  all areas. Due to the 
location of  some of  the sprinkler lines, 
frequent repairs are required. The other 
challenge is keeping residents from chang-
ing timers to turn off/on at will.  This 
has resulted in management staff  putting 
locks on timer boxes.

Looking ahead to 2020, some of  the 
planned projects are remodeling the East 
Activity Center men’s and women’s show-
er and restroom areas.

Also in the works is a plan to add air 
conditioning to the wood shop and toy 
shop. This is not as easy as it sounds. For 
starters, the shop areas are in the original 
part of  the building. Electrical service stan-
dards are very different now than when the 
building was constructed in the late 1960s.  

Management needs to run higher ca-
pacity electric service to that area, as the 
existing equipment has utilized much of  
the electric capacity.

Another part of  the plan is to replace 
the oldest windows and the front entry 
doors at the East Activity Center with new 
energy efficient Low-E glass. 

Finally, resurfacing the lawn bowling 
courts is planned under the new budget as 
well. The surface is a clay-based material 
commercially known as Har-Tru. It does 
break down over time given weathering 
and high use. This is the same material 
used in clay tennis courts.

To that end, your current Board is 
composed of  professionals who work 
very well together. Most of  us own or rent 
within the OTOW community.

In all cases, Board members are 
deeply familiar with the community and 
its operations. One thing I’ve always been 

concerned with is that your condominium 
Board should be exclusively focused on 
acting for the good of  the community as 
a whole.  Without a clear focus on opera-
tions and standards (and not community 
politics), your community would not be 
the good place it is. Members of  the Board 
thank you for your past support and look 
forward to your continuing support.

Fiscal 2019 proved to be a very busy 
year. Aside from the unscheduled work 
thrust on us by sudden and severe storms, 
work to date includes:  Four buildings 
have new low-slope roofs as well as one 
mansard reroof. New gutter systems ac-
companied four new roof  installations as 
well as bringing the roofs up to the current 
wind code. There have been two elevator 
equipment replacements. Five buildings 
had their front elevations repainted, while 
11 back elevations were waterproofed.  
Paving improvements began April 25. 

Your Board pays attention to and ana-
lyzes service requests. Sometimes patterns 
of  problems evolve. These problems are 
analyzed and steps are taken to prevent 
further problems based on the outcome.  

To that end, improperly caulked win-
dow replacements were identified as a 
source of  interior leaks. HVAC units that 
have not been serviced are also a major 
source of  leaks and water intrusion into 
adjoining units. This problem is costly 
both for owners and for the Association. 

Unlicensed Contractors
Among the challenges faced by the 

Association is resident use of  unlicensed 
contractors.

This becomes a serious problem when 
a resident uses an unlicensed contractor to 
make any modification of  the owned unit 
that may impact the common elements of  
the condominium. Trust me on this, com-
mon elements are nearer than you think!

By way of  example, a flooring con-
tractor attempted to modify the subfloor-
ing in one of  the original building, which 
used wooden decking and floor joists.  
This adversely impacted the unit below.  
The Association ordered the work be 
stopped. All ended well as both the owner 
and the flooring contractor worked with 
the Association and Management to cor-
rect the problem the contractor created.  
It doesn’t always go so well.

The State of  Florida Department of  
Business Regulation and Pinellas County 
have come down very hard on unlicensed 
operators. You need a licensed contractor 
for any of  the following:

Modification to interior electrical re-
pair or rewiring; plumbing repairs; or win-
dow replacement.  

I will also note that you also need an 
approval by the Association prior to com-
mencing any work that involves the fore-
going items, together with modifications to 
the landscape or exterior common areas.

Upcoming Projects
Painting/Waterproofing 

May is traditionally the last month  
                       (Continued on page 7)

Next OTOW General Meeting is Friday,   June 14, in the East Activity Center

New Classroom Names
This column uses new names 

which are replacing old names for 
classrooms in the East and West Ac-
tivity Centers. Please  see Nancy Rog-
ers’ column on page 8 for a complete 
list of  new classroom names.
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where painting crews can work unim-
peded before our summer rains take over. 
They must pay close attention to the local 
meteorologist’s prediction for the day. 

As this article goes to print, the paint-
ing contractor is slated to recoat the front 
façade of  building 48 and Building 1. As 
always, notices will be posted in advance 
of  the work. Please keep in mind that the 
painting contractor will be operating in 
close proximity to parking areas and front/
rear porches which may require the tempo-
rary displacement of  vehicles or property. 
Thank you for your cooperation in advance 
and keep in mind that inclement weather 
can affect start and completion dates.

The installation of  new unit address 
numbers will continue in May as this com-
munity improvement project follows the 
application of  front façade coatings. As 
the painting contractor moves throughout 
the property, management company crews 
will be installing new life-safety compliant, 
reflective unit numbers on the common 
area wall in proximity to unit front doors. 

Bulletins will be posted in advance of  
the work advising residents of  the process 
and what they can expect.

Unit numbers currently attached to 
the common element wall will be removed 
by the painting contractor, while numbers 
installed on front unit doors will need to 
be removed by the unit owner.

If  a unit owner wishes, they may con-
tract with the management company for 
the removal of  any old unit numbers for 
a nominal fee. Please remember that for 
community standard reasons, all old unit 
numbers must be removed.

Construction, Roofing and
Large Scope Projects

The elevator division of  the manage-
ment company will be undertaking their 
next equipment modernization beginning 
in early May with state certified elevator 
technicians working at Building 82.

The scope of  their work includes the 
remodel of  the elevator’s cab interior in-
cluding new LED lighting enhancements. 
The entire process is anticipated to take 
seven business days so residents need to 
plan accordingly while these upgrades are 
being undertaken. Bulletins were already 
posted in the building advising of  this 
work by the time this article reaches the 
community.  

The next railing improvement project 
is on the calendar and anticipated to begin 
at building 57 in mid- to late-May, pending 
Pinellas County permitting.

As with other railing projects, a li-
censed contractor will affect the complete 
removal and replacement of  the alumi-
num components in the second and third 
floor balcony walkways and center core 
and end stairwells. The improvements are 
estimated to be complete in 5-7 weeks 
from the start of  the project. Notices will 
be posted in advance of  the start date so 
residents should keep an eye on their bul-
letin boards for updates.  As with all other 
improvements, please exercise caution in 
the areas where this work is taking place.

Asphalt improvements will continue 

in the month of  May with the vendor 
working in multiple areas on any given 
day. This year’s work involves the repav-
ing of  the Sunset Point entrance and will 
require the staged closure of  this access 
point to the community in order to affect 
the work efficiently and safely.

If  you are signed up for the commu-
nity’s beneficial RAVE alert system, you 
will receive a message regarding the work 
once it is scheduled. As always, it’s impor-
tant that residents keep an eye on their 
bulletin boards and car windshields, when 
applicable, for the latest paving updates. 

Parking areas will be cordoned off  for 
a minimum of  48 hours after the work has 
been completed to allow the product time 
to cure correctly. This curing time is cru-
cial before it is driven upon. The time pe-
riod that the lots are closed will also allow 
the contractor the opportunity to re-stripe 
the lot without obstructions as well as 
minimize tire scuffing on the new asphalt. 

We politely ask that residents observe 
the closures and wait until a management 
company representative has removed all 
the barricades at their parking lot before 
venturing onto the new asphalt. Alterna-
tive parking is available on roadways and in 
visitor spots at surrounding buildings for 
those residents displaced during the work.

Keep in mind that management com-
pany employees will be working in close 
proximity to the roadways during this 
work. For safety’s sake, we ask that resi-
dents slow down, pay close attention to 
any direction given by flagmen, and obey 
posted speed limits. The worker’s safety 
depends on your cooperation.  

May will see the return of  a licensed 
and insured mechanical contractor to the 
On Top of  the World property. This con-
tractor will be installing new dryer ventila-
tion systems in buildings that have com-
mon area laundry rooms. The project is 
anticipated to span 4-7 days per location 
and laundry facilities in the buildings af-
fected may not be available while the im-
provements are underway.

General Community Improvements
New life-safety lighting fixtures are 

being installed across sections of  On Top 
of  the World to compliment other light-
ing enhancements made in recent years. 
These new state-of-the-art units should 
provide for years of  dependable service 
while providing the lighting needed should 
we experience an extended outage due to 
power interruption or other emergency.   

Reoccurring Reminders for
All Community Residents

Building walkway repairs will contin-
ue as construction crews perform mainte-
nance to second and third floor walking 
surfaces.

Many buildings will see these restora-
tion crews as the management company 
focuses its efforts on these types of  re-
pairs. This work requires the use of  spe-
cialized power tools and may cause a tem-
porary inconvenience in the form of  noise 
and dust. Repair crews will do their best to 
limit the inconvenience during this neces-

sary work. These small repair areas will 
also be coated as a future preventative. As 
always, we ask that residents please limit 
any foot traffic in and around any work 
area they may encounter.  

Walkway coating improvements will 
continue across property. These improve-
ments involve preparation of  the surface 
(and occasionally sub-surface) concrete, 
the addition of  acrylic fortified materials 
to stairwell surfaces, and then the applica-
tion of  a quality slip-resistant barrier coat-
ing. The end result is intended to provide 
longevity to the balcony walking surfaces 
as well as returning the look to its original 
conveyed color scheme.

The management company will post 
notices on affected building’s bulletin 
boards concerning the dates crews are ex-
pected to commence the work. Please be 
aware of  “Caution” and “Wet Paint” signs 
in and around these work areas. 

Inspection Services Division
The Inspection Services team, in 

conjunction with the Parkway Construc-
tion Department, will continue prepping 
buildings scheduled for new paint coat-
ings in the current improvement cycle.

This has been an ongoing endeavor 
throughout the community over the last 
few years and encompasses the removal 
of  all association unapproved plant hangar 
brackets, holiday lighting hooks that are 
affixed into the masonry block, hose reels 
and other wall and ceiling penetrations. In 
keeping with association rules, these items 
will be removed without notice. Residents 
are kindly asked to seek association ap-
proval before affixing anything to the com-
mon element in the future. 

The management company would like 
to remind residents that all water softening 
equipment installations require advance as-
sociation approval via a modification per-
mit. A permit application package may be 
obtained by visiting the Community Ser-
vice Office in the East Activity Center at 
2069 World Parkway Boulevard East.

Residents are also reminded that only 
resin-style, not ion exchange or salt, water 
softeners are permissible in the communi-
ty. Please make sure you apply for a permit 
and receive approval prior to contracting 
with a service to avoid a compliance visit 
by the management company. Thanks for 
your advance cooperation. 

Inspection services representatives 
will be reaching out to residents of  build-
ings that are scheduled for new paint 
and waterproofing coatings during the 
2019/2020 improvement cycle. The pur-
pose of  their contact will be to advise 
residents that the painting vendor will be 
color matching all external doors to the 
majority building color as is required by 
the condominium association rules. This 
will usually require no action by the unit 
owner other than to allow access to the 
entire door surface for the coating to be 
applied. If  for some reason you were not 
at home when this work takes place, you 
may contact the Community Service Of-
fice and schedule a follow-up visit by the 
coatings vendor. We appreciate your co-

operation in making this project a success 
across the community.   

Many first floor unit owners will be 
receiving notification from the Inspec-
tion Services Department over the com-
ing months as the management company 
works towards the removal of  all unap-
proved decorative stones throughout the 
community. The stones are not only an 
unapproved item for use in landscaping, 
but have the propensity to damage asso-
ciation and personal property alike. 

The Inspection Services Division is 
continuing to find many awnings with com-
promised connection points to the com-
mon element. In response, they have been 
reaching out to affected unit owners to have 
the awnings removed and limit any further 
damage to the community. As noted in pri-
or articles, the “clamshell” awnings do not 
meet building code for wind resistance. For-
tunately there are new products that do.  If  
you have an awning, please arrange for its 
inspection through the Community Service 
Office at the East Activity Center.

The removal of  plantings located 
above and around the potable water me-
ters that service the individual units is also 
ongoing.The management company is 
asking that all residents comply and not 
replant the areas. Plants or other items 
found in these areas will be removed with-
out notice and disposed of  as they hinder 
the proper maintenance of  these meters 
in the future.

Please keep in mind that the condo-
minium association requires a modifica-
tion request for any landscape alterations. 
Many times decorative rocks or landscap-
ing is installed without the advance ap-
proval of  the association,and the removal 
and disposal of  these items becomes the 
responsibility of  the violator. Please, al-
ways apply for approval before you install. 

Inspection efforts are focused on the 
tagging and removal of  personal furnish-
ings and belongings placed in outside 
stairwells of  buildings. These obstruc-
tions present a fire concern, block egress, 
or are of  a nature that they do not comply 
with written community standards. The 
management company would like to reit-
erate to residents that barbeque grills be it 
propane, charcoal, or electric, are not per-
mitted on any balcony areas, as they pose 
a fire risk to the structure and residents. 

Clutter enforcement has always been 
one of  the most reoccurring compliance 
issues at On Top of  the World. These ef-
forts make for an overall safer community 
in which to live. If  you receive notification 
that an item is out of  compliance, please 
correct the issue immediately. If  you have a 
question and were not able to speak with a 
compliance representative at the time of  the 
notification, please stop by the Community 
Service Office and request an appointment. 
Someone will be glad to contact you.

Please remember that items tagged in 
common areas may be removed and dis-
posed of  without further notice. Please 
help make your community safer by com-
plying if  you receive a violation tag/door 
hanger. Your continued cooperation is ap-
preciated. 

Next OTOW General Meeting is Friday,   June 14, in the East Activity Center
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I am pleased to announce we have 
changed the names of  most of  our rooms 
at the East and West Activity Centers.

This will cut down on confusion as 
all of  our rooms are multipurpose rooms 
and not just for cards or to create art.

Soon, maps will be printed and avail-
able for new residents and any resident 
who needs one.

A complete list of  new room names 
is listed below in the graphic. The graphic 
also shows which names did not change.

Activity Office Schedule
If  you need to see me in person to re-

serve a room, start a new club, or for other 
reasons, here are the times I am available:

Mondays:    9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Thursdays:  9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday: 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
       12:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Meetings Via
Internet or Telephone

You may also contact me through the 
Internet or telephone.

Email and telephone reservations 
will be taken Monday through Thursday.  
Please allow up to 24 hours for processing 
and to review your room selection(s).

After reviewing your request, I will 
get back to you with any questions and to 
finalize your reservation.

No reservations can be taken on Fri-
day or over the weekend. Simply stated, 
please do not submit room reservation or 
reservation questions in an email or voice-
mail during that time frame.

If  you have questions, come and see 
me.

Memorial Day
Memorial Day is a day of  remem-

brance - Monday, May 27.
The idea for Memorial Day originat-

ed in 1866 as we emerged from the Civil 
War. Henry Welles, a drug store owner in 
Waterloo, N.Y., and retired Major General 
Jonathan Logan came up with idea around 
the same time to honor soldiers who were 
crippled or killed during that war.

The store owner proposed closing all 
the shops in town and the major general’s 
idea was to honor the soldiers by lead-
ing the survivors through the town to the 
cemetery to decorate the graves of  their 
fallen comrades with American flags.

The day was known as “Decorations 
Day.”

In 1882, the commemoration in-
cluded soldiers from all previous wars. In 
1971, President Richard Nixon declared 
Memorial Day as a federal holiday.

Armed Services Day
On Wednesday. May 15, at 1:30 p.m. 

in the auditorium, I look forward to an-
other opportunity to express my thanks 
to our veterans as our OTOW Veterans 
Group will be hosting a veterans salute.  
The event is free to all residents. I hope to 
see you there!

Actual Armed Forces Day is May 18. 
Our community celebration will be three 
days before the calendar day.

Mother’s Day
On Sunday, May 12, enjoy Mother’s 

Day with your mom.
If  distance prevents it, be sure to give 

her a call.
If  she has since passed, think of  her 

fondly and remember that she lives on, in 
your heart.

Enjoy the day no matter what you do 
because Mom would have wanted it that 
way.

Here are a few beautiful songs written 
and performed by great artists about their 
beloved mothers.  

1.  Let it be – The Beatles – writ-
ten by Paul McCartney about his mother 
whom he lost at age 14. I don’t think many 
people know this song was actually written 
after Paul had a dream his mother came to 
him and uttered the words, “let it be.”

2. Angel – Jimi Hendrix – This song 
was recorded shortly before he passed 
away on his award-winning album, “The 
Cry of  Love.” Like Paul, the song came to 
him in a dream about his mother Lucille, 
who passed away in 1958.

3. Julia – the Beatles – written by 
John Lennon - Another song by the Bea-
tles, but this time about John Lennon’s 

mother, who was killed in a car accident 
when he was 17.

4. Mama liked the Roses – Elvis 
Presley:  It’s a beautiful song where Elvis 
talks about how wonderful his mother was 
to him and his siblings even during rough 
times.

I hope these selections remind you of  
your mother or if  she wasn’t prominent 
in in your life than the person who stood 
in for her. 

Happy Mother’s Day!

The Florida Orchestra
The Florida Orchestra (TFO) will 

perform a free concert for On Top of  the 
World residents on Wednesday, May 8, at 
10 a.m. in the auditorium.

The performance, conducted by Dan-
iel Black, will be filled with music from 
film, along with some recognizable light 
classics.  

The Florida Orchestra is recognized 
as Tampa Bay’s leading performing arts 
institution, the largest professional sym-
phony orchestra in Florida, and one of  
the most vibrant and innovative orches-
tras in America.

Its 51st season runs through May. 
Under the leadership of  Music Director 
Michael Francis, it performs more than 
130 concerts a season, with classical and 
popular music.

Parking will be at a premium to ac-
commodate members of  the orchestra 
who will be parked at the north east park-
ing lot.  If  you can, please walk or car pool 
to the East Activity Center for the event.

Rooms are changing names
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Nancy’s Bulletin BoardNancy’s Bulletin Board
The Florida Orchestra in Concert

Wednesday, May 8, 10 a.m.
East Activity Center Auditorium

Free Concert

Tampa Ballet Theatre
Free preview to ‘Peter Pan’

Thursday, May 9, 10 am
East Activity Center Auditorium

Legal Series
Mid-Year Review

Tuesday, May 14 from 3-4 p.m.
in our own WAC Learning Lab

Instructors Jerry Colen and
Rachel Wagoner

will take you through legal issues
you may experience during the first half of 2019.

Course fee $2.
Call to register: (352) 861-9751

Must preregister from 9-4, Monday-Friday.
Mention you are a resident of OTOW Clearwater.

Credit card or debit card accepted.

AAA Driving Course
Thursday, May 16, 9 am -12 pm
Friday, May 17, 9 am - 12 pm
Registration forms on page 50.

Armed Services Day
Wednesday, May 15, 1:30-2:30 p.m.

EAC Auditorium
Presented by OTOW Veterans Group

Memory As We Age
10-11:30  a.m., Wednesday, May 15

EAC Largo Room (former Art Room)
Alzheimer’s Assn. Mobile Memory Unit

North Parking Lot 12-4 pm.
Please register in Community Service Office.

VoicExperience
Free Concert

Wednesday, May 22, 10:30 a.m.
EAC Auditorium

Active Aging and Wellness Workshop
With pro trainers Jessica and Cammy 

Wednesday, June 12, 9 a.m.
Join us for a morning workout, followed by a 

Power Point presentation on better health.
Cost $2.

Live presentation from Ocala

TFO
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Instructions

Email questions, suggestions and comments to

Marie
marieshealthyfood@gmail.com

Also, visit the Box Office for past recipes in this newspaper.

OnTopOfTheWorldNews.com
Click Box Office. Fun Facts
LINKS

Health Value

The Science

  https://draxe.com
  https://www.healthline.com
  https://www.webmd.com

Ingredients

Peppers are a basic stock ingredient in the kitchen. When 
buying bell peppers, look for firm peppers with richly colored, 
shiny skin. They should be heavy for their size. Avoid peppers 
that are limp, shriveled or soft/bruised. Old peppers will begin 
to first degrade close to the stem and show signs of  softening 
or blackening. 

Mini sweet peppers are a miniature version of  the ordinary 
bell pepper, making them perfect snack-sized vegetables. Their 
flavor and texture are similar to a bell pepper, but sweeter and 
with very few seeds. My dear chefs, you will likely find them 
sweeter than full-size peppers. Mexico is the largest source of  
mini-peppers. Refrigerate unwrapped for up to two weeks. 

A full-size green bell pepper also lasts 2-3 weeks, but a red 
bell pepper lasts 1-2 weeks. When cut, a pepper lasts only 1-3 
days.  A mini-pepper may be more advantageous since it is more 

likely to be completely used, whereas full-size pepper might be 
partially used, thereby shortening its life.

The best quality and freshest flavors occur from July through 
October. Out of  season peppers are usually cultivated in green-
houses in a soil-less environment. They are weak-flavored and 
nutrient poor.  

Bell peppers are actually fruits (berries) because they are 
produced from a flowering plant and contain seeds. Florida pro-
duces the most bell peppers in the U.S.

Depending on who you believe, some experts say peppers 
have a sex. Turn them upside down. The peppers with three 
lobes are male.  Females will have four or more. Female pep-
pers are full of  seeds and are the sweeter of  the two. Thus, they 
are best eaten raw —  salads, finger food appetizers or stir fry 
dishes.  The males are better for baked dishes.

Bell peppers are low in calories and high in nutrition. Just 
one of  these handy fruits will provide more than twice the daily 
recommended amount of  vitamin C, and three-fourths of  your 
daily needed vitamin A intake … plus potassium, folic acid and 
fiber.

Bell peppers contain high levels of  the antioxidants lutein 
and zeaxanthin. Those two antioxidants are must-haves to keep 
your eyes healthy! They help protect the human retina, the light-
sensitive inner wall of  the eye, from oxidative damage, thereby 
helping to reduce risks of  cataracts.

Lutein is a well-accepted treatment for macular degenera-
tion, the leading cause of  blindness in older adults. 

Green peppers are harvested early, before they have a 
chance to turn yellow, orange and finally red. Some people find 
green peppers bitter and difficult to digest.  

Red bell peppers are the sweetest. They pack the most nutri-
tion since they’ve been on the vine longest. They have almost 
11 times more beta-carotene and 1.5 times more vitamin C vs. 
green ones. 

• 2 very large red bell peppers 
• 1 cup spaghetti sauce
• ½ cup cooked rice
• ¼ cup chopped onion
• ¼ cup fresh chopped mushrooms     
  (optional)
• ½ pound ground beef
• 1 teaspoon minced garlic
• 1 teaspoon Worchester sauce
• ¼ teaspoon salt
• ¼ teaspoon black pepper
• ¼ teaspoon paprika powder
• ¼ teaspoon oregano
• 1 tablespoon shredded Cheddar cheese

1. Cut tops off  peppers. Remove 
seeds. 

2. Place peppers in a large pot and 
cover with water.  Simmer for 3-5 min-
utes, depending on size of  peppers. Drain, 
rinse with cool water and set aside on pa-
per towels to drain.

3. In a skillet, sauté onions, mush-
rooms and garlic until soft.

4. Add ground beef  and cook until 
brown. 

5. Mix spices, Worchester sauce and 
half  of  spaghetti sauce.

6. Stir well and spoon into the pep-
pers.

7. Top with other half  of  spaghetti 
sauce and cheddar cheese.

8. Bake in an ungreased dish at 350 
for 25-30 minutes. Serve warm.

Notes
Make these stuffed peppers with any 

rice you like. I use a wild rice/long-grain 
rice mix. Some recipes do not precook 
the rice. I highly recommend precooking.  
This guarantees it is completely cooked 
and produces a moist product.

• If  your peppers won’t stand up in the dish, cut a little bit off  the bottom before cooking the peppers. Try to make this a thin 
cut so the bottom remains intact.

• One of  the oldest and most popular recipes for the bell pepper is the stuffed pepper, first found in a Boston cookbook in 1896.

STUFFED BELL PEPPERS
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By Sue Naylor
The Art Guild is ecstatic to 

announce that this month’s Art-
ist of  the Month winner is Mar-
tha Buford with her acrylic work 
called “Alena.”

Martha is a beginner, in prin-
ciple, but much more advanced 
when it comes to insight and 
technique. She credits her acrylic’s 
teacher and outgoing Art Guild 
President Rosemarie Lugg, for 
being an inspiration and mentor

At every step of  the way, 
Rosemarie encouraged Martha - 
and all the rest of  us -  with her 
kind words and positive outlook. 

Martha is truly an extraordi-
nary artist.  

Most of  us have to work from 
a picture to keep us on course, but 
Martha paints in great detail what 
she sees in her head.

If  she visualizes a motif  dur-
ing the night, she gets up to docu-
ment it before she forgets. As a 
result, she has developed her own 
individual style after only one 
year of  instruction in Rosemarie’s 
acrylics class.  Truly remarkable.

Martha is currently getting 
her winning painting, “Alena,” 

framed so watch for its appear-
ance in the near future in the dis-
play case across from the main 
office in the East Activity Center. 

If  you feel inspired by this 
story, please plan on joining the 
Art Guild next fall and you too 
may end up being the prodigy you 
know you are.

Even if  you don’t know this, 
join one of  the classes and you 
will be amazed at what talent is 
lurking in the hidden recesses of  
your brain.

During our general meeting 
in April, the following officers 
were chosen to lead the Art Guild 
next year: President Mary Slack 
Maynard; First Vice Presidents  
Sue Naylor and Rosemarie Lugg, 

Second Vice Presidents - Gloria 
Agusto and Sally Knapp, Third 
Vice Presidents Lucy Villegas and 
Marylynne Kuestner, Recording 
Secretary Irene LeBel,  Corre-
sponding Secretary Sue Naylor, 

Treasurer John Fier and Member 
at Large Barbara Holland.

At the conclusion of  the 
meeting, everyone enjoyed deli-
cious pizza, salads and desserts as 
a very eventful year ended.  

For the first time ever, the 
Art Guild participated in the Irish 
Parade, which made John Fier ex-
tremely happy. He’s been encour-
aging the Guild’s participation for 
years and finally succeeded. 

Another thing that made 
John happy is that he found a 
very talented replacement for his 
sketching class. Butch Miller will 
be taking over the helm. John led 
the class for eight years, but isn’t 
going away completely. He is now 
planning on being a demonstra-
tor for our November meeting.  
Thanks, John.

And finally, the Guild re-
ceived a donation of  art supplies 
from the family of  a past mem-
ber, Toni Mattz, which the Board 
divided up and priced. The sup-
plies provided great amusement 
for most members as they rum-
maged endlessly, searching for a 
bargain. At the end there was very 
little left so expect great things 
from the members next year now 
that they are equipped with all the 
best supplies.

 A good time was had by all, 
especially Addie Sobolewski who 
won the 50/50.

Artist of the Month can paint 
whatever her imagination creates

Outgoing Art Guild President Rosemarie Lugg, left, poses 
with Artist of  the Month Martha Buford.  (Photo by Sue Naylor)
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Activities Below include Art Classes, Card Games, Board Games,
Computer Help, Dance Lessons, Classes, Exercises and Crafts

M-Monday, T-Tuesday, W-Wednesday, H-Thursday, F-Friday, S-Saturday, U-Sunday

MAY
Events must be approved by the Community Service Office before appearing on this calendar.

ART CLASSES
Painting Pals: Wednesdays, 12:30 pm, Art Room
Chinese Paint Brush: Tuesdays, 12:30 pm, Art Room

CARD GAMES
BID EUCHRE

Tuesdays, 6:30 pm, Art Room
BLACKOUT

Thursdays, 6:30 pm, Sunrise Room
LADIES BUNCO

Tuesday, April 14, 6:30 pm, Rainbow Room
CONTRACT BRIDGE

Mondays, 11 am, Computer Room
Thursdays 11 am, Small Card Room

CRIBBAGE
Wednesdays, 10 am, Small Card Room

DOUBLE PINOCHLE
Sundays, Wednesdays, 12:30 pm, Small Card Room

DUPLICATE BRIDGE
Saturdays, Wednesdays, 11 am, Computer Room

HAND AND FOOT CANASTA/SAMBA
Fridays,  6 pm, Small Card Room

LEARN TO PLAY BRIDGE
Thursdays, 9 am, Small Card Room (ends April 11)

MAHJONGG
Mondays, 11 am, Yellow Room
M, W, F 1 pm, Rainbow Room
Mondays, 4:45 pm, Rainbow Room

PINOCHLE
Tuesdays, 5:30 pm, Computer Room
Thursdays, 5:30 pm, Computer Room

RUMMIKUB
Sundays, 2 pm, Computer Room

SAMBA
Mondays, 12:30, Small Card Room
Thursdays, 6 pm, Small Card Room

SCOPA
Mondays, Wednesdays, 6:30 pm, Kitchen/Craft Room

TEXAS CARD CLUBS
Mike: Wednesdays, 5 pm, Yellow
Ron: Mondays, Thursday, 6 pm, Yellow
Tom: Tuesdays, 6 pm,  Yellow
John: Mondays, 5 pm, Yellow
Don: Tuesdays, 6 pm, Yellow
Bob: Tuesdays, 6:30 pm, Yellow
Barry: Mon., Wed. 6:30 pm, Small Card Room
Carol: Wed, Fri, 6 pm, Yellow Room

COMPUTER CLUB- All in Learning Lab
M,T,W,H,F, 8:30 am, Gen. Assistance, T’shooting
Saturdays, 8:30 am, General Meeting/Presentations
Saturdays, 8:30 am, Windows 10, I-Pads and Tablets

FITNESS CENTER HOURS
Mondays-Saturdays 7 am - 9 pm, Sundays 9 am - 8 pm

GAMES/ACTIVITIES
BILLIARDS

8-Ball, Tuesdays, 6:30 pm, Billiards Room
9-Ball, Tuesdays, Fridays, 12:30 pm, Billiards Room
Doubles, Thursdays, 6 pm, Billiards Room
QT, Wednesdays, 6 pm, Billiards Room

DOMINOES
Tuesdays, 5:30 pm, Small Card Room
Tuesdays, 1 pm, Mexican Train, Yellow Room

PING PONG 
T,W,F 10 am, Sunrise Room

DANCE LESSONS
DANCING WITH NOLAND

Mondays, 1 pm, Art Room
SOCIAL DANCE LESSONS

Thursdays, 1 pm, Sunrise Room
LINE DANCING

Monday-Friday, 7-8 am, Exercise Room
PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT

Tuesdays, 6:30 pm, Craft Room

EXERCISES
BALANCE MATTERS

W, 12:45 pm, Exercise Room
BONESAVERS

M,W,F, 8 am, Art Room
EXERCISES CO-ED

M,W,F, 10 am, Exercise Room
LADIES EXERCISES

M,T,W,H,F 8 am, Exercise Room
SLIMNASTICS

M,T,W,H,F, 9 am, Exercise Room
STRETCHING

M,T,W,H,F, 7:30 am, Yellow Room
TAI CHI

Level 1: Chi Kung: T,H 3 pm, Exercise Room
Level 2: Tai Chi-Chi Kung: W, 12:45, Exercise Room
Level 3: M, 3:15 pm, H, 4 pm, Exercise Room

BOOMERS EXERCISE
M, W, F, 11:15 am, Exercise Room

WATER AEROBICS
Monday-Friday, 9 am, EAC Pool

YOGA with MARILYN
Tuesdays only, 10:15 am, Exercise Room

CHAIR YOGA
Mondays, 10 am, Sunrise Room

ZUMBA
Tuesdays, Fridays, 9 am, Sunrise Room
M, T, H, F, 12:20 pm, Exercise Room
Saturdays, 7 am, Exercise Room
Saturdays, 9 am, East Swimming Pool

GROUPS
CARING & SHARING

Tuesdays, 9 am, Craft Room
CERAMICS

Tuesdays, noon, Craft Room
Thursdays, 9 am, Craft Room

LIBRARY
Mondays 10-12, Wednesdays and Fridays, 1-3

East Activity Center Rooms
Crystal Beach Room (Veranda), Oldsmar Room (Starlite Room), Largo Room (Art Room),

Ozona Room (Small Card), Safety Harbor Room (Yellow Room), Dunedin Room (Computer Room), 
Clearwater Room (Craft Room), Auditorium, Exercise Room, Kitchen.

West Activity Center Rooms
Belleair Room (Sunrise Room),

Palm Harbor Room (Rainbow Room),
Learning Lab, Billiards Rooms.

        SUNDAY        MONDAY          TUESDAY       WEDNESDAY    THURSDAY         FRIDAY          SATURDAY

Activities below are organized by the Community Service Office, OTOW clubs and OTOW groups

(  ) 
former
room 
name

New Room Names
Largo - Art Room
Oldsmar - Starlite Room
Crystal Beach - Veranda
Dunedin - Computer Room
Ozona - Small Card Room
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        SUNDAY        MONDAY          TUESDAY       WEDNESDAY    THURSDAY         FRIDAY          SATURDAY

Activities below are organized by the Community Service Office, OTOW clubs and OTOW groups

New Room Names
Largo - Art Room
Oldsmar - Starline Room
Crystal Beach - Veranda
Dunedin - Computer Room
Ozona - Small Card Room

Safety Harbor - Yellow Room
Clearwater - Craft Room
Palm Harbor - Rainbow Room
Belleair - Sunrise Room
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Members of  the Italian-American 
Club arrived at the East Activity Cen-
ter auditorium on April 17 thinking 
Pizza Night was going to be the club’s 
final event in a 40-year history.

But after pizza was served, there 
was a change in plans.

Four On Top of  the World resi-
dents stepped forward and volun-
teered to keep the club running for at 
least another year.

“It ended up a happy night instead 
of  a sad one,” said Outgoing Presi-
dent MaryAnn Fontaine. “It came as 
a complete shock.”

Most of  the evening was somber.
Instead of  a happy gathering, it 

was actually a somber mood as mem-
bers thought this was going to be the 
last dinner together for the club.

The Italian-American Club started 
out as the Columbia Club in the early 

1980s and changed its name in No-
vember 2007.

The history of  the club has fea-
tured mainly dinners and picnics - 
Italian, of  course - but in the last few 
years has also added shows, concerts, 
dinner theaters and more.

It was fitting, pizza was the last 
meal.

But then Martha Gonnella spoke 

up and said she was volunteering to 
be president for the 2019-20 season. 
Then Sharon Adornetto said she 
would be vice president..

Sam Gonnella and Roger Hebler 
volunteered to be assistants, and out-
going president MaryAnn Fontaine 
volunteered to stay on in the role of  
secretary.

There will be more Italian food 

next season!
While no specific plans were an-

nounced for the upcoming season, 
Martha and Sharon were told they can 
create any type of  format they wish. 
They do not have to follow what the 
club has done in the past.

MaryAnn will be updating club 
members in future articles.

Italian-American Club came within 6 hours 
of folding then some heroes stepped forward

Members of the Italian-American Club line up for pizza on what was supposed to be the final event 
in the club’s history. But shortly after dinner, new leadership stepped up and the club will continue.        
                (OTOW News photo by Doug Kates)

Pizza Night was supposed to be the end
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By Jim Bjorgo
As we approach the late spring and 

early summer months, we bid goodbye 
to our Snowbirds friends and neighbors 
and wish them safe travels back to Florida 
when they return.

Things around On Top of  the World 
are starting to slow down for the season. 
The merry-go-round from our first four 
months of  the year has nearly come to a 
halt.

On April 11, Good Neighbors Asso-
ciation hosted Opera Tampa during Get 
Acquainted Coffee. More than 200 people 
attended and enjoyed those wonderful, 
talented, young voices.

Two weeks later, Good Neighbors 
Association hosted an Easter Sunrise 
Service with The Salvation Army Citadel 
Band and Songsters. The morning was 
very well attended.

Our own resident, Ray Willis, provid-
ed preservice entertainment by playing the 
bagpipes. We are very grateful for his time 
and talents.

The morning message was brought to 

us by Major Ted Morris and at the conclu-
sion of  the service a free will offering was 
taken up to benefit The Salvation Army 
and all they do in Pinellas County.

Coffee and donuts were provided by 

Good Neighbors for everyone who stayed 
after the service.

May starts out on a high note for 
Good Neighbors. Tampa Ballet Theatre 
is scheduled to be the entertainment for 
Get Acquainted Coffee on Thursday, May 
9, in the East Activity Center auditorium. 
This will be their second trip here in a few 
months and the group promises us a pre-
view to their upcoming show “Peter Pan.” 

Based on the attendance for their 
February presentation, we are expecting 
a large crowd in May and as always, Get 
Acquainted Coffee is free.

Ticket sales and information tables 
for all OTOW clubs and groups will open 
at 8:30 a.m., followed by a free coffee and 
a free donut for everyone at 9 a.m.

There will be morning announce-
ments, introduction of  vendors, newcom-
ers and announcement of  our featured 
local talent.

Tampa Ballet Theatre will perform at 
about 9:30 a.m. and at the conclusion a 
raffle will take place.

Good Neighbors Association had 

scheduled a very unique event for On Top 
of  the World in mid-May, but due to low 
ticket sales, it was canceled. The entertain-
ment was going to be the Florida Suncoast 
Chorus featuring barbershop-style music.

If  you are disappointed this event 
was canceled, or if  you want to encourage 
Good Neighbors to reschedule the bar-
bershop chorus for this fall, please see any 
member of  Good Neighbors Association 
and make a request. If  there is no inter-
est, Florida Suncoast Chorus will not be 
rescheduled.

The next Good Neighbors Associa-
tion volunteers meeting will take place on 
Thursday, May 7, at 10 a.m. in the East 
Activity Center Small Card Room, now 
the Ozona Room. If  you are feeling the 
need to get involved in your community, 
if  you are full of  motivation, stop by this 
meeting and see how you can help out at 
our events.

You can also visit our information 
table on Thursday mornings from 8:30-
10:30 a.m. in the East Activity Center au-
ditorium.

At Good Neighbors Get Acquainted Coffee in April, Opera Tampa returned to On Top of the World to give us a sneak peek at past 
and future shows. On top, from left to right, are Jordan Blair Campbell, Vanessa Tompkins, Sean Christopher Stork, Guillermo Lopez 
Gutierrez, Sara Elisa Villa and Melissa Misener. Opera Tampa will host ‘A Night in Spain’ in late July at the Straz Center. Go online for 
more information.                        (OTOW News photos by Doug Kates)

On Thursday, May 9, On Top of the 
World residents are in for a treat. 
Tampa Ballet Theatre will be here 
during Good Neighbors’ Get Ac-
quainted Coffee to give us a sneak 
peek to their upcoming show ‘Pe-
ter Pan.’ Come and enjoy the bal-
let and come to get a preview of 
Tampa Ballet Theatre’s next show. 
OTOW clubs and groups will open 
their information tables at 8:30 a.m. 
in the East Activity Center audito-
rium. Free coffee and donuts will 
be served at 9 a.m., followed by an-
nouncements, Newcomers and in-
troduction of vendors. Tampa Ballet 
Theatre will take the stage at about 
9:30 a.m. Pictured at left is the Tam-
pa Ballet Theatre during their last 
show here at OTOW.
   (Photo by Doug Kates)

Tampa Ballet Theatre presents 
a ‘Peter Pan’ preview to OTOW
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By John Hooker
What’s almost as much fun as a party 

itself ? 
Why, setting up for a party with a great 

group of  On Top of  the World friends!  
To prepare for the Jesters annual In-

stallation Dinner and Dance, a splendid 
crew of  volunteers came to the East Ac-
tivity Center to turn the large auditorium 
into an intimate dining space. 

Event coordinators Cheryl Butcher 
and Marge Gipperich were ready for their 
helpers: Tom Butcher, Bill Gipperich, 
David Bucchiere, Vicky Portsmouth, Sue 
Carlson, Rich McMillan, George Kolitsas, 

Gil and Jackie Small, Lillian and Mike Foy, 
Keith Elder and John Hooker.

In record time, the workaday white 
tables, we know so well, were transformed 
by black tablecloths, vases of  alstroeme-
ria, and sparkling bits of  gold and silver 
confetti.

By the time a record number of  Jest-
ers came together for hors d’oeuvres and 
drinks, the tone of  the celebration was 
clearly struck.

After a delicious banquet catered by 
Felice, Tom Portsmouth officially installed 
new officers:  David Bucchiere, president; 
Sue Calinski McMillan, first vice president; 
Vicky Portsmouth, second vice president; 
John Hooker, secretary; Connie Ballard, 
assistant secretary; Richard McMillan, 
treasurer; and Jennifer Hansen, assistant 
treasurer.

In his remarks before opening the 
floor for dancing, David Bucchiere 

thanked the entire membership for meet-
ing every challenge of  the past year and 
for making this 40th anniversary year one 
of  the most successful ever.

He also said three proposals to write 
and direct next year’s show were submit-
ted by the April 1.

“Because this is a night of  celebra-
tion,” David said, “I have decided to de-
lay announcing next year’s director.  Until 
then, let’s party!”

Tom Portsmouth, foreground, installs new officers for the Jesters 2019-20 season. From left to right 
are David Bucchiere, president; Connie Ballard, assistant secretary; John Hooker, secretary; Richard 
McMillan, treasurer; Sue Calinski McMillan, first vice president; Jennifer Hansen, assistant trea-
surer; and Vicky Portsmouth, second vice president.

Jesters celebrate end of the season and 
prepare to announce plans for 2020 show
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NEXT DELIVERY DATE

COLUMNISTS & CLUB NEWS
1 .............................................. Armed Forces Day
3 ............................................ Bottles and Brushes
5 .................................................... Dessa Barraba
6-7 ................................................ Kenneth Colen
8 ..................................................... Nancy Rogers
9 ..................................... Nancy’s Bulletin Board
10 .......................................... Science Of Cooking
11 ........................................................... Art Guild
12-13 ......................... Pullout Monthly Calendar
14 ..................................... Italian-American Club
16 ........................... Good Neighbors Association
17 ............................................................... Jesters
19 .............................................. Press Association
19 .......................................................... Ping Pong
20 ............................................ DOs and DON’Ts?
20 ................................................... Yoga Birthday
20 ............................................................ Blackout
23 ................................................... “Sunset” Club

CLUB AND GROUP NEWS
25 ................................................ Coyote Seminar
26 .............................................. Pet of the Month
27 ............................ New York-New Jersey Club
27 ....................................................... Fixers Club
28 .............................................................. Chorus
28 ............................................................ Knitting

29 ............................................................ Lambda
29 ...................................... Neighborhood Watch
29 ................................................. Family History
30 .................................................... Line Dancing
30 ........................................... Theater Workshop
32 ................................. Snowbirds Line Dancing
32 .............................................. Democratic Club
34 .................................................. Aqua Aerobics
35 ........................................... Ladies 9 Hole Golf
35 ......................................... Ladies 18 Hole Golf
36-37 ......................... Entertainment Committee
38 ................................................ Computer Club
38 ................................................Internet Humor
39 .................................................. Baby Boomers
39 .............................................. Republican Club
40 ............................................................ Billiards
40 ................................................. Canadian Club
41-42 .......................................................... Sports

BUILDING NEWS
45 ....................................................... Travel Club
46 ...................................................... Emerald Isle
46 ............................................................ Bohemia
47 ............................................................. Orizaba
47 .............................................. American Gothic
48 ........................................................ Polynesian
48 .............................................................. Dorado

49 ..................................................... 25 Years Ago
49 ....................................................... Modernage
50 .............................................................. Espana
50 .................................. AAA Driver Class Form
51 ........................................ Brittany Farmhouse
51 ........................................................... Brahman
52 ............................................................. Valencia
53 ................................................. Queen Victoria
53 ......................................................... Englander
53 ............................................................. Siboney
54 ....................................................... Rio Riviera
56 ..................................................... Villa Riviera
56 ............................................................ Granada
56 .............................................. Rila Renaissance
57 .......................................................... Mandarin
57 ............................... Change Of Address Form
58 .......................................... New World French
58 .......................................................... Mandalay
59 ........................................................... Mallorca
59 ............................................................ Paradise
59 ............................. Important Phone Numbers
60 .................................................... Bus Schedule
61 ................................................................ Viking
61 ............................................... Bavarian Chalet
61 ............................................................. Chetnik
62 ................................................. Viennese Villa
63 ........................................... Box Office Sudoku
64 ......................................................... Classifieds

Around The World
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Penni Telleck, Vice President                  Pat Ellingham, Secretary
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Members of  the Press Association 
know how important it is to have meet-
ings, provide feedback, learn how to be bet-
ter journalists and share ideas to make our 
community newspaper better.

At the club’s monthly meeting in April, 
35 people attended “Pizza Party Day” and 
voted on some very important business.

First, 27 votes were cast in favor of  
keeping the annual Appreciation Luncheon 
in March. For the first time, this special 
event was moved from April to March this 
year to allow more Snowbirds to attend. The 
club decided it was a good idea and kept the 
concept.

Second, 31 votes were cast to keep the 
requirements for qualifying for the Appre-
ciation Luncheon. Those guidelines are: 
Anyone who contributes to at least three 
newspapers and attends at least three meet-
ings, qualifies for the luncheon and gets a 
free meal. Anyone who does not qualify 
can still attend, but must pay their own way, 

which is $20.
During a 12-month season, the Press 

Association holds seven regular meetings 
and one Writer’s Workshop. That means a 
staff  member has a chance to attend 3 of  8 
meetings to qualify.

The staff  was given the chance to 

change some of  those regular meetings 
to night meetings, but all were in favor of  
keeping monthly meetings at 1:30 p.m. and 
the Writer’s Workshop as the lone evening 
meeting. An experiment was conducted sev-
eral years ago when three night meetings 
were held, but the same people who attend-

ed the day meetings were the same people 
who attended the night meetings.

The final vote during Pizza Party Day 
was for electing board members. President 
Yvonne Courtney said she would return 
for a 13th consecutive term. Vice President 
Penni Telleck and Secretary Patrick Elling-
ham also volunteered to come back. No 
new nominations were made, so the 2019-
20 board was approved unanimously. Mem-
bers will be sworn in at a 1:30 p.m., May 2 
meeting in the Veranda.

Pizza Party Day consisted of  eight piz-
zas and two pasta salads from a new adver-
tiser. The staff  cheered to learn Rizzoli’s 
Pizza had taken out an ad in the April news-
paper and became this year’s supplier for 
our club’s annual tradition.

Next year, we hope to have our pizza 
party at the outdoor pavilion.

There will be no Press Association 
meetings in June or July.

And just in case a newspaper staff  per-
son doesn’t already know, the Press Associa-
tion meets the first Thursday of  the month 
at 1:30 p.m. in the Veranda Room. If  a first 
Thursday falls on the first of  the month, the 
meeting is pushed back one week.

Everyone on staff  is asked to attend 
our meetings, which last roughly 45 minutes. 
Club writers, group writers, building writers 
and sports writers are all welcome. 

First-year writers are encouraged to 
come as well as veteran writers.

Meetings are also open to proofreaders 
and photographers.

Your club, group and building should 
be represented by your writer. If  not, please 
ask why.

Press Association staff start April’s meeting with a pizza party. 
Rizzoli’s Pizza, a new advertiser, supplied the pepperoni, mush-
rooms and pineapple. We just lined up and ate it all.
   (OTOW News photo by Mary Lou Wall)

Press Association fills up on pizza
before casting three important votes

The On Top of  the World Ping Pong 
Club held a singles tournament in March 
with 24 residents participating.

In this tournament, players were di-
vided into two divisions: A Division and 
B Division.

Shooters in both divisions played 
against each other.

In the A Division, Tumenwuliji 
Buyanmend played Tom Barrett for first 

place. After a grueling match between the 
two, Tumenwuliji outlasted Tom for the 
title. Phyllis Tetzlaff  took third place.

In the B-division, there was some 

tight matches for first, second and third 
places.

For first place, Eddie Ramirez battled 
Jack Patterson and Eddie captured the 
title.

Then Jack Patterson played Joyce 
McGuire to see who would get second 
or third places. In this match they were 
tied one game each and had to play a third 
game. After a tough battle between the 

two, Jack won and got second place. Joyce 
settled for third place.

After the tournament there was pizza 
and drinks for all club members.

Joe Ventimiglia, president of  the club, 
would like to thank all members who took 
part in this tournament and members who 
couldn’t play, but showed up to support 
the players who were playing.

Ping Pong

Ping pong crowns singles champions

Pictured above are the top three 
finishers in the B Division and A 
Division for a recent ping pong 
singles tournament. From left 
to right are Eddie Ramirez (first 
place B Division), Joyce Mc-
Guire (third place B Division), 
Jack Patterson (second place B 
Division), Tumenwuliji Buyan-
mend (first place A Division), 
Phyllis Tetzlaff (third place A 
Division) and Tom Barrett (sec-
ond place A Division).
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Hi everybody.
It’s Rachel Wagoner and I’ve got a lot 

to discuss in this column.
I hope you will be forewarned from 

my “DOs” and “DON’Ts” and will find 
the rest of  my column interesting.

DO: Learn about as many types of  
scams as you can and continue to learn 
about them.

Here’s a term to remember and learn: 
“Phishing.”

This happens if  you get an email or a 
text message and it seems to be from a le-
gitimate company or a legitimate govern-
ment agency or even from folks you know.  

This message asks you to click on a 
link, or to give personal information, such 
as your social security number, some of  
your passwords or a bank account num-
ber.  

These folks want access to your com-
puter, to your bank accounts or your social 
security number so they can open various 
banking or credit card accounts.  

If  they give you a link, they will want 
you to click on it. Just by clicking on that 
link, it enables them to install malicious 
programs on your computer.

The lesson here is never click on a 
link from an email or text messsage, un-
less you are 100 percent certain you know 
the sender and know the message is legiti-
mate.

If  you get a strange email or text 
and you are asked to call a specific phone 
number, do not ever call it.

If  it’s from a company that you think 
you recognize, then call that company, but 
do not use the telephone number pro-
vided to you in the email or text. Use a 
familiar phone number.

And keep in mind that scammers are 
now becoming more and more sophisti-
cated. They can send you an email that 
looks legitimate or they can give you a 

phone number to call that appears to be 
real.

Sometimes scammers will tell you this 
phone number is from a company or gov-
ernment agency claiming to represent, say 
for example, the Social Security Adminis-
tration.  

DO:  Look up the company’s Website 
or phone number and call that company 
or person directly, but DO NOT use a 
number given to you.

And, if  there’s no other number avail-
able, then don’t call back no matter what.

DO:  Keep your computer up-to-date 
and DO back it up often. If  you are like 
my law partner, Jerry Colen, and you aren’t 
sure how to do it, ask someone you trust.  
Jerry asks his 12-year-old granddaughter 
or his 8-year-old grandson for help.

DON’T: Do not ever pay attention to 
anyone who claims to be calling you from 
the Social Security Administration. The 
SSA will never call you to say that your 
social security account is about to be sus-
pended, and it will never call and threaten 
you that your benefits are about to be sus-
pended. It will never tell you to send them 
gift cards or iTunes cards, or any other 

kind of  cards, to cover a payment.
Same for the I.R.S. If  you get such a 

call, report it to the Federal Trade Com-
mission at www.ftc.gov/complaint.   
Please be careful. We can’t trust folks like 
we once could.

OK. Now for some legal stuff.
A client of  mine told me that she in-

tends to be married and she wants a pre-
nuptial agreement that basically says that 
what’s hers is hers and what’s his is his.

So far, no problem.
Then, she said that she has a retire-

ment plan from the company where she 
worked, and she has already named her 
children as the beneficiaries.

However, it turned out that the type 
of  retirement plan she has is what’s called 
a Qualified Retirement Plan and it is gov-
erned under the rules of  Section 401(a) of  
the Internal Revenue Code.

The difference between a Qualified 
Retirement Plan, and one that is not quali-
fied, has to do with some benefits that 
your employer has by contributing to the 
Plan for you.

The issue that my client must be con-
cerned with is this:  Under a Qualified 
Plan, if  you are married, the beneficiary 
of  the plan must be your spouse unless 
he/she waives the right to be a beneficiary.   

So, even if  you named children as 
beneficieries years ago, if  you get married, 
your new spouse has to waive their right 
to that pension. They can only waive that 
right during the marriage.

Thus, in my client’s case, her fiancé 
must sign the appropriate waiver after the 
wedding.

If  you have a Qualified Plan, make 
sure you explain it to your attorney before 
you sign the prenuptial agreement.

On a fun note to end this column:  

Here are some interesting names of  court 
cases—all are real cases:

Death versus Graves.
Brake versus Speed (in that one, Brake 

was rear-ended by Speed).
 And a favorite of  mine:  Batman ver-

sus Commissioner.  
Wishing you the very best. 
               - Rachel

----

Rachel M. Wagoner, is a partner in the 
law office of  Colen and Wagoner, P.A. She 
is an attorney at law who handles matters 
as diverse as Wills, Trusts, Probate, simple 
and complex estate planning, asset pro-
tection planning, real property matters, 
including condominium and homeowner 
association matters, and title insurance 
matters. Rachel also provides legal advice 
and counsel to business and professional 
men and women, as well as corporate or 
limited liability companies in which they 
are involved. This column is only intended 
to present factual situations that may be 
of  interest to our readers. It does not, nor 
is it intended to, provide legal advice. You 
should not rely on what is written in this 
column to be legal advice for your specific 
situation and you should always consult 
your own attorney for legal advice. Rachel 
Wagoner and Gerald R. Colen have law 
offices at 7243 Bryan Dairy Road, Largo, 
Fl., 33777. Their phone number is (727) 
545-8114. In Ocala, Fl., their office is in 
the Town Center at Suite 11 across from 
the ice cream shop. Rachel and Jerry also 
meet clients at On Top of  the World, in 
Clearwater, Fl. You can call or email them 
for directions. You are invited to visit the 
law firm’s Website at www.colenwagoner.
com. You can email Rachel Wagoner at 
Rachel@colenwagoner.com or email Jerry 
Colen at Jerry@colenwagoner.com.

Do you know the rules of a Qualified Retirement Plan?

Marilyn Pashkowsky (holding ‘Namaste’ sign) ends every yoga class with the word 
“Namaste,” which means “I honor you.”

After her yoga class on April 11 - her 72 birthday - Marilyn’s yoga class honored her 
with a “NAMASTE” sign, meaning they honored her on her birthday.

Marilyn said she was completely surprised by the presentation, but enjoyed sharing 
her birthday with her class.

And ... she is proud to say she is 72.

Honorable Birthday
By Tom Jamrozy

A message from the president of  
The Blackout Club: “I want to thank all 
of  those who attended the opening to 
our new season on the second Thurs-
day of  April. We had a great turnout.”

The game was held in the East Ac-
tivity Center Craft Room, now known 
as the Clearwater Room, due to a 
scheduling conflict. However, we will 
be playing every Thursday in the West 
Activity Center Sunrise Room, which is 
now the Belleair Room.

We play starting promptly at 6:30 
p.m. If  you are new, I offer training at 
our information table from 8:15-10:15 

a.m. on Thursday mornings in the East 
Activity Center auditorium.

Once you have attended a training 
session, which does not take long, you 
are invited to come at 6 p.m. that eve-
ning to practice what you have learned 
and will play for the first session at that 
table.

You will then join in the game as a 
regular player. 

There are no dues. If  you have visi-
tors here for vacation, feel free to invite 
them to the training table on Thursday 
morning and bring them along.

We welcome all to join in the fun 
and laughs.

Marilyn Pashkowsky gets a gift from her yoga class.
Summer Blackout returns

OTOW, Annual Meeting 10 a.m., Friday, June 14

Blackout filled the Craft Room in April, but will be back on the West Side in May.
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No membership 
required - we’ll 
throw in a sunset
Lately, several residents have 
met outdoors on the West Side. 
This isn’t a club or a group. 
It’s just a bunch of people who 
want to sit outdoors, gossip, 
snack on foods and watch a 
sunset over Lake Arbor. There 
is no membership to join this 
group. They meet from 6-8 
p.m. on Wednesdays next to 
the dock. Bring a beach chair, 
some snacks and beverages. 
You can even bring a kayak. 
The only thing required is legal 
parking. Do not park in a resi-
dent’s parking space, a fire lane 
or a culdesac. You must also 
clean up after the sun
disappears. 
                          (Photo by Katarina Tepesh)

OnTopOfTheWorldNews.com
Read OTOW News online:



Page 24 /May 2019 ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS



Page 25/May 2019 ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS

By Doug Kates
Once upon a time, there was a coyote who was afraid 

of  people.
But over time, people began leaving food out for the 

coyote. People started taking pictures of  the coyote. And 
people started accepting the presence of  the coyote – as 
if  it was welcomed.

Next thing you know, the coyote was no longer afraid 
of  people and was ready to settle down in its new home.

Sound like a script for a future Disney movie?
It’s not a script. It’s really happening.
Wildlife experts say this scenario is actually taking 

place. Instead of  coyotes being taught to be afraid of  
people, the animals are discovering that places like On 
Top of  the World may be a good place to live and raise 
a family.

If  residents of  On Top of  the World want the coy-
otes to become less visible, residents have to send a dif-
ferent message.

In April, On Top of  the World hosted Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Commission (FWC) officials for the second 
time in four months in an effort to better educate resi-
dents how to deal with coyotes.

OTOW Management has posted signs about coy-
otes, the Community Service Office has purchased an 
inventory of  sprays and noisemakers to deter coyotes, 
and this newspaper has published articles about coyotes 
deterrence.

 Angeline Scotten, senior wildlife assistant with the 
wildlife commission, summed up the problem in one 
sentence. She said coyotes in our community appear to 
be getting tolerant of  people and now people appear to 
be getting tolerant of  coyotes.

This is a very bad thing.
Some residents are allegedly leaving food outside. 
Instead of  yelling at coyotes, or at least trying to 

scare them away, some folks take pictures of  them like a 
tourist would photograph animals in a zoo.

Lynsey White, director of  Human-Wildlife Conflict 
Resolution for the National Humane Society, said, “We 
have to change our behavior that is contributing to this 
(problem).”

Lynsey said coyotes are naturally scared of  people, 
but we are teaching them to not be afraid. The more fa-
miliar they become, the better the chances more trouble 
and conflicts could be ahead.

At the FWC presentation in April, a resident spoke 
up and said she has witnessed residents leaving food out 
for wildlife, which enhances the problem. She said resi-
dents were leaving meat and fruit on trays – in some cases 
leaving entire watermelons out for wildlife to feast on.

But when asked if  that resident has reported what 
she saw, the resident said “no.”

Truth is, reporting such incidences is incredibly im-
portant. If  residents start getting citations or even fines 
for leaving food out, or deliberately feeding wildlife, it 

will begin to change behaviors. Not making food readily 
available may lessen the comfort zone for coyotes.

You are also encouraged to take clear pictures or 
clear videos of  people feeding wildlife. The images can 
be turned into county officials or the Community Service 
Office.

If  photos or videos are not possible, then very pre-
cisely write down a specific location and a specific time 
when the feedings are taking place. Residents are encour-
aged to report potential wildlife feeding violations to the 
FWC commission’s hotline at 1-888-404-3922. The call-
taker will need to know the exact location and time where 
this feeding violations are occuring.

Lynsey said trapping and relocating coyotes does not 
work and is very expensive. Killing coyotes is an option, 
but they will simply repopulate..

Rhonda Douthett, biologist with the wildlife com-
mission, said states have spent millions of  dollars in an 
attempts to remove coyotes from populated areas – those 
efforts have failed. And the Humane Society reported 
that within 48 hours of  relocating coyotes to a new ter-
ritory, the animals are already gone trying to return from 
where they were taken.

Lynsey said coyotes currently live in downtown Chi-
cago and downtown Orlando. By no means is it strictly a 
Clearwater problem.

If  residents want to learn more about dealing with 
coyotes, they can browse the Internet at myfwc.com/
coyote.

If  someone wants to make a call for more infor-
mation, or report coyote feedings, they can contact the 
Southwest Regional Hotline at (863) 648-3200.

Coyotes appear to be tolerant of people and people 
appear tolerant of coyotes - here’s our problem!

Don’t say ‘awww.’ If you do, you are a part of the coyote problem in our community and 
not a part of the solution. If you see a coyote in the community, scare it away. Don’t feed 
it. You will be doing all your neighbors a favor.
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Each month, OTOW News, Pet Supplies Plus and Woof Gang Bakery & Grooming are featuring a Pet of the Month 
in this newspaper. Any pets living at On Top of the World are eligible. To enter your pet, email one clear, color photo 
to OTOW.newsroom@gmail.com and tell us what makes your pet special. If you don’t have email capabilities, drop 
off your photo and information to the newsroom. You must include pet’s name, owner’s name, building and age of 
pet. If the age is not included, your pet will not be eligible. Only one pet per household can win each year, but now 
two pets from same household can be one entry. The winner this month will receive a $10 gift card from Pet Supplies 
Plus in the Bayside Plaza on McMullen Booth Road in Clearwater and a $10 gift card from Woof Gang Bakery in 
Clearwater. If you are the winner this month, stop by the newsroom to pick up your gift cards. Each monthly winner 
becomes eligible for Pet of the Year honors in January. Voting for Pet of the Year takes place online in January. The 
winner will be announced each February. The winner receives additional prizes and will be invited to march in the 
annual Irish Club Parade each March.

Hello On Top of the World. We are Myst and Meadow, 10-year-old sisters, who live with Dave and 
Joanne Cordes of the Old World Spanish building. We all moved to Top of the World in August 2017. 
Though we miss the fenced-in yard we had at our house in Clearwater, we do like all of our doggie 
friends in the building and at the doggie park. Our favorite thing is taking walks to check out all the 
new squirrel and bunny rabbit smells. Since being rescued through Tampa Bay Beagle Rescue in 
2011, we have done everything together. Hopefully, we can be Pet of the Month together, too.

Myst
&

 Meadow
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By:Pat Hayes
New York-New Jersey Club’s annual 

Fajita Night turned out to be more than 
just stuffing a tortilla.

This  year  the  menu  featured chicken 
fajitas with sour cream, cheese and salsa.

Pulled Pork with beans and rice was 
another option.

There was also fruit for dessert.
As an addition to the menu, Lou of-

fered us her wonderful cakes.
The music was by “DJ with a Soul.” 

Although the  music  was  loud, everyone 
was up dancing.

 On May 15, the Veterans Group will 
host a special Armed Forces Day event, 
1:30 p.m. in the East Activity Center au-
ditorium.

The Veterans Club will be saluting all 
On Top of  the World veterans.

At this time, I would like to encourage 
New York-New Jersey Club members to 
attend this event and show our club’s sup-
port for our veterans.

The New York-New Jersey Club has 
also finalized plans for its own upcoming 
events.

On Tuesday, Aug. 13, at 5:30 p.m., 
New York-New Jersey Club will host a 
Summer Sports Festival in the EAC. The 
cost is $10 for members and $12 for non-
members.

Mama  Felice  will be providing sand-
wiches. You may select from Italian, tuna, 
or turkey and swiss.

 There will be coleslaw, potato chips, 
dessert, coffee and water.

Back  by  popular demand will be the 
“KP Duo” (singer  and  guitarist).

Please wear a  T-shirt  or  hat  repre-
senting  your favorite sports team.

At this event, the Veterans Group  
will be accepting donations of  travel-sized 

toiletries to mail to our troops.
On Tuesday, Sept. 10, at 6 p.m., the 

New York-New Jersey Club will host 
Dessert Night with cheese cake and cof-
fee. The cost is $3 for members and $6 for 
guests. The event takes place in the EAC, 
and ice and water will be provided.

 Guests may nominate officers for the 
board.

On Wednesday, Oct. 23, New York-
New Jersey Club will host Southwest 
Night, 5:30 p.m. in the EAC.

This will be a dinner dance featuring 
DJ music provided by Ed Foland and line 
dancing led by Dolly Foland.

Cost is $16 for members and $18 for 
guests.

There will be plenty of  music for 
couples to dance to and dinner will be 
catered by Felice’s Italian Deli. Barbecued 
pork, baked beans and dessert will be on 
the menu.

On Thursday, Nov. 14, the annual 
Harvest Dreams Dinner Dance will re-

turn at 5:30 p.m. in the EAC. Cost is $18 
for members and $20 for guests.

Felice’s Italian Deli will cater din-
ner, which includes ham, turkey, stuffing, 
sweet potato salad and  dessert. Music will 
be provided by the “KP Duo.” 

The New York-New Jersey Club is 
open to all residents of  OTOW. We  are  a 
social club with volunteer spirit.

We are made up of  many volunteers 
from all over the  United  States and  Can-
ada. Membership is still just $5.

If  you  join after May 1, your meme-
bership will automatically include all of   
2020.   

For future events, tickets will be avail-
able in the EAC on Thursdays between  
8:30-10 a.m.

When residents were welcomed to New York-New Jersey Fajita 
Night, they discovered trays and trays of food to fill their fajitas. 
The line is pictured at left.     (OTOW News photos by Mary Lou Wall)

Fajita Night included trays and trays and trays 
full of food only fitting for stuffing a tortilla

Please support Armed Forces Day

By Bob Backlund
Toys! Toys! Toys!
Did you know we have a section in 

the On Top of  the World wood shop 
called the Toy Shop?

It is open every morning from 8 a.m. 
to noon with volunteers making wooden 
toys for children in the county.

The Toy Shop was formed 40 years 
ago to provide toys to local organizations, 
such as schools and churches, which pro-
vided them to needy children.

The OTOW volunteers make an av-
erage of  1,000 toys a year and volunteers 
with the Ceramics Club help out by paint-
ing the toys.

Combined, our skilled OTOW vol-
unteers do an outstanding job. Thank you 
for your efforts.

Step one in the wood shop is creating shapes for wooden toys.

Toy Shop, Ceramics 
produce 1,000 toys a year
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By Ilene Bargerstock
Beginning with “Top of  the World” 

and ending with “We’re Through,” On 
Top of  the World Chorus members sang 
their way through five decades of  music 
during their spring concert in March.

It was a fitting tribute to 50 years of  
stage performances in the East Activity 
Center.

The gentlemen of  the Chorus were 
sporting gold bow ties with matching 
pocket handkerchiefs. Thanks to Rita 
Tombari for making pin-on gold scarves 
for the ladies.

Marilyn Zylstra did a great job of  put-
ting together stage decorations worthy of  
a golden year celebration.

OTOW audiences are the best! We ap-
preciated your applause and kind encour-
aging words that motivate us to continue.

Tim Beaver made arrangements for 
our end-of-the-season dinner at Grill-
smith Restaurant. He also provided a 
beautiful, yummy celebratory cake.

Chorus Director Beth Kendall in-
stalled newly-elected officers as follows:  
President Rod Bargerstock, Vice President 
Tim Beaver, Immediate Past President 
and Stage Manager Les Ermold, Secretary 
Barbara Mooney, Treasurer Janet Gentile, 
Publications Director Dana Garlick, His-
torian Marilyn Zylstra, and Members-at-
Large Patty Hayes and Pat Martel.

Chorus members will be taking a 
break until Tuesday, Oct. 8, when we will 
begin rehearsing for our holiday concert 

to take place in December.
The next best thing to singing is hav-

ing more people singing along. It makes 
for more harmony, more camaraderie, 
more fun and more joy!

There certainly must be many more 
singers and lovers of  music living among 
us.  We would enjoy meeting you and wel-
coming you to the Chorus family.

Rehearsals are held Mondays from 

10-11 a.m. and Tuesdays from 7-9 p.m. in 
the EAC Starlite Room. The holiday con-
cert is scheduled for Dec. 7 and 8, after 
which we take a break until early January 
2020 when rehearsals resume in prepara-
tion for our spring concert.

Auditions are not required. Our di-
rector is a kind and patient teacher who 
makes learning fun. Ask any current Cho-
rus member. We laugh a lot.

Plan now to come to the Oct. 8 re-
hearsal and give it a try! For more infor-
mation, call President Rod or Ilene Barg-
erstock at 727-408-5759.

Current and prospective Chorus 
members, please check the September 
OTOW News for reminders and updates.

Wherever you spend your summer, be 
safe and happy!   

Here is the On Top of the World Chorus board for the 2019-20 season. Seated, left to right, are Trea-
surer Janet Gentile, President Rod Bargerstock and Secretary Barbara Mooney. In the back row are 
Vice President Tim Beaver, Publications Director Dana Garlick, Members-at-Large Patty Hayes and 
Pat Martel, Director Beth Kendall, Historian Marilyn Zylstra, and Immediate Past President and 
Stage Manager Les Ermold.

Chorus takes summer break after 
landmark 50th anniversary spring concert

Next rehearsal: Oct. 8

By Cheryl Butcher
Let it not be said that ladies from the 

Knitting Group are content to sit in a 
comfy recliner all day long.

We don’t just sit with a large basket 
of  yarn and needles at our feet, watching 
game shows or soap operas on the tele-
vision, and producing scores of  afghans, 
hats, etc. all week long. 

Just because we’re over 55, and enjoy 
knitting or crocheting, does not mean that 
we’re sedentary, boring humans.

Quite the opposite.
Our ladies are up and about every day.   
Song Brooks does not own a car so 

she does a lot of  walking in the neighbor-
hood and hops on a bus to go anywhere 
she desires.

Anna Georgiadis just returned from a 

cruise to Key West, Belize, Cozumel and 
Costa Maya, which she says was wonder-
ful.

Cheryl Butcher leaves knitting on 

Wednesday mornings and heads down to 
the Exercise Room to do almost an hour 
of  Zumba, plus attends class on Mon-
days and Fridays. She also participates in 
the Tuesday morning 9-hole Ladies Golf  
League.

Travel is big with this group, too.
Just some of  the places we are go-

ing to be visiting this summer are Boston, 
Connecticut, Buffalo, Rochester, Chicago, 
Ireland and Scotland.

Our club had a table at the Good 
Neighbors Association Flea Market in 
March and we were pleased to be able 
to sell a number of  items that were hand 
made by our members.

This was a fund-raising effort for us 
and enables our group to buy yarn to con-
tinue our mission.

Thanks to everyone who helped us.  
And we learned something the day 

of  the flea market - men stopped by and 
suggested that we make afghans that are 
flags of  countries. They would be more 
interested in buying them. So we are talk-
ing about that.

Stay tuned for some exciting news 
about our efforts.

We are always welcoming new hands 
to join us. If  you knit or crochet, we would 
love to have you join us in the Veranda 
Room of  the East Activity Center every 
Wednesday from 9-11 a.m.

While we do not teach, we do help 
each other with patterns and/or problems.

The Good Neighbors Knitting 
Group operates under the auspices of  
Good Neighbors Association.

Knitters enjoy a very active lifestyle
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By Bruce Lovett
April was such a busy month for the 

Lambda Club, that this reporter, along 
with many if  its members, feel lucky just 
to have survived it.

We went out of  our way to ensure 
our Snowbirds went home with some 
great memories. But as much as we’ll miss 
them, it will be nice for traffic at the gates 
to return to normal.

As always, we had our annual country 
ho-down and every one in attendance had 
a root-tooting, gun-slinging good time.

At the start of  the month, we held our 
semi-annual picnic. More than 30 Lambi-
ans descended on Philippe Park where 
everything from a fabulous Cob Salad, to 
Greek inspired canapes, accompanied hot 
dogs and hamburgers grilled to perfection 
by our fearless leader and founder Dave 
Beaven.

We never had a dull moment.
Some of  us went to a “Dine For Life” 

charity event, where a vast majority our 
good-hearted members went to Casa Tina 
for a fabulous dinner. The best part was, 
25 percent of  food receipts went to local 
HIV causes.

Also in April, we held our regular 
Sunday brunches, an activity night and our 
fabulous Easter dinner.

The month of  May will not be as 
eventful, but we still have plans to keep 
our members busy.

As the weather in May warms up, 
our schedule cools down a little. We’ll be 
having  a game night at 7 pm., on Satur-

day, May 25 in East Activity Center’s  Art 
Room.

And our monthly social, which for 
the last nine years has always been on the 
second Friday of  the month (aside from 
when Hurricane Irma derailed us) will be 
on Thursday, May 9, at 7 p.m. this month 
in the aforementioned Art Room.

In honor of  Cinco De Mayo, the 
theme of  our May social will be Mexican. 
So bring something from south of  the 
border for the pot luck buffet and sample 
our world famous Chihuahua punch: talk 
about hair of  the dog.

One of  our own Mexican national 
members asked me the other day, “What 
did the Mexican chicken say when he 
crossed the road?”

 “I  don’t know,”  I replied.
“Nothing you idiot,” was the answer. 

“Chickens don’t talk.”

Lambda is an informal social club 
dedicated to serving the needs of  On Top 
Of  The World’s LBGT community as well 
as their friends and neighbors.

Should you desire to follow our sched-

ule, you need look no further than our 
Webpage at HTTP://lambdaclearwater.
blogspot.com. You can also check us out 
at the Box Office: OnTopOfTheWorld-
News.com or call Dave at (727) 410-7566.

By David Beaven
Peace.
What a good word.
It means tranquility or absence of  

conflict.
Who can argue with that state?
And yet we live in the real world.
Living in a condo here, you can have 

as many as four neighbors sharing walls 
with you. How’s that working out?

Hopefully, pretty well.
If  you are having a neighbor problem, 

here are some strategies that can help. 
They are presented in escalating order. 

1. Do nothing. This is easy. Maybe the 
problem is a temporary one. So this is the 
equivalent of  giving someone a little slack.

2. Talk to your neighbor who may be 
unaware of  a problem. Use non-confron-
tational language. This can solve a good 
percentage of  problems.

3. Ask your building coordinator to 
have a word with a troublesome neighbor. 

This may result in a resolution.
4. Write a letter to On Top of  the 

World administration. Be specific on the 
problem. There are rules in the commu-
nity that probably cover the issue you are 
facing. Even though the Association does 
not get involved in conflict resolutions 
betweeen neighbors, the Association will 
address violations of  its rules.

5. Back off  a bit. Strategies 1-4 do 
work in the great majority of  cases. Un-
fortunately, there are some people who 
make it personal. They can actually take 
pleasure in getting your goat. Don’t give 
them that satisfaction. Remove the energy 
from the dispute and it can help deflate 
the matter to a manageable level.

6. Finally, remember that you can’t 
pick your neighbors. You can only choose 
how you live with them. Let your ultimate 
strategy be the Golden Rule.

Area Watch 2020 is a Neighborhood 
Watch group started by residents who 
want to live in a peaceful and secure en-
vironment based on mutual consideration 
and respect.

We are not affiliated with the On Top 
of  the World Condo Association. 

Our mission is to make a great com-
munity even better.

If  you would like to find out more 
about our group, visit our Webpage at: 
areawatch2020.blogspot.com. We are also 
on the Box Office at OnTopOfTheWorld-

Philippe Park was the scene of the semi-annual Lambda Club pic-
nic in April. Among the festive treats were grilled hot dogs and 
hamburgers.

Lambda holds picnic before Snowbirds departure 
and now prepares for Mexican-themed dinner

Problems can be solved through communication

By Shirley Perry
April has come and gone and so has 

the final meeting of  the Family History 
group’s 2018-19 season.

We had an interesting and productive 
year with a presentation by one of  our 
members and three outside speakers.

Our closing session was spent discuss-

ing the future of  our group. Our current 
leader has announced her resignation.  We 
are seeking someone willing to take the 
leadership position when we return in the 
fall. We will meet next in November 2019 
and hope to have someone ready to step 
forward and assume directing the Family 
History group.

If  you know anyone who would be 
willing to take the position, please call 
Shirley Perry at 615-480-7541.

I want to give a big shout out to Tom 
Richarme for getting our club page up and 
running, to Don Leamy for his willingness 
to help others with his research expertise, 
to those who carried the weight (literally!) 

when my shoulder was “out of  service,” 
and to everyone who attended meet-
ings regularly and supported our efforts 
throughout the year.

Until November, we hope everyone 
has a great summer.

Stay safe and stay cool until we see 
you again in the fall.

Family History needs a new leader
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By Leila Walker
Congratulations to Dr. Rog-

er Guzman and Evelyn Guzman, 
who won a first place prize for 
Ballroom Dancing on board 
the Pacific Princess cruise ship 
during a recent trip around the 
world!  

Roger and Evelyn were on a 
111-day cruise that began in Aru-
ba and ended in Ft. Lauderdale. 
The places they visited included 
Columbia, Panama, Mexico, Los 
Angeles, Hawaii, Samoa, Fiji, 
New Zealand, Australia, Sin-
gapore, India, Dubai, Jordan, 
Greece, Italy, Malta, Croatia, Slo-
venia, France, Spain, Great Brit-
ain and Portugal.

During the lengthy cruise, 
guests had a long time to learn 
how to dance and practice. All 
forms of  dance classes were 
available, including line dancing. 
Socials were very common and 
everyone got to show off  what 
they learned.

When dance classes and so-
cial dances were not taking place, 
the ship would host dancing 
competitions, which were held at 
various times as the cruise pro-
gressed.

Roger said he and his wife 
got many compliments on their 

dancing together, and finally, 
during the last-stage dance com-
petition, they were voted best 
dancers on the dance floor.

Roger said, “We had a lot of  

time to practice.”
Roger and Evelyn are origi-

nally from the Philippines, but 
for the last 50 years they have 
lived in Mississauga, Ontario, 

which is 17 miles from Toronto. 
For the past 25 years they 

have called OTOW a second 
home. However, considering all 
the traveling they do,  they do 
not appear to spend much time 
at home.

Roger and Evelyn have two 
children (both girls), two grand-
children (a boy and a girl), and two 
great grandchildren (both girls).

Roger and Evelyn have been 
married 58 years.  Their  hobbies 
include dancing, traveling, read-
ing and writing.

They are planning two more 
trips. In 2020 they are going to 
the Olympics in Tokyo and in 
2022 they are going to the World 
Cup soccer tournament in Qatar. 

What an interesting life they 
lead!

If  you would like to see 
Roger and Evelyn line dance and 
catch their enthusiasm for danc-
ing, attend a line dance class in 
the East Activity Center audito-
rium.   

If  you are a beginner line 
dancer,  try the 1 p.m. Tuesday 
session, or the 8:30 a.m., Satur-
day session. Regular classes are 
held after the beginner classes. 
All classes are held in the audi-
torium and Starlite Room of  the 
East Activity Center.

If  you are an early riser, con-
sider the 7 a.m. practice class 
conducted weekdays in the EAC 
Exercise Room.

Information about our club 
can be seen on the OTOW 
Box Office Website (OnTo-
p O f T h e Wo r l d N e w s. c o m ) , 
OTOW-TV Channel 732 and on 
Facebook.

If  you want to give line 
dancing a try before doing it in 
public, there are line-dance-at-
home videos on OTOW-TV, 
weekdays at 11 a.m. Watch them 
in your living room and then join 
us when you are ready.

For more information, con-
tact Mary Becker at 217-663-
0541 or Leila Walker at 727-330-
6621.

OTOW line dancers take first place on world cruise

Dr. Roger and Evelyn Guzman

As we prepare to celebrate our 50th 
year as an On Top of  the World club, the 
Theater Workshop board is pleased to an-
nounce that Tony Baker has been chosen 
to direct our 2020 show on March 13, 14 
and 15.

He will be supported by our entire 
board and other key members of  the The-
ater Workshop as we are currently form-
ing a creative team. 

Details on our exciting 2020 show will 
be announced in the future.

During the summer months, there 
will be a flurry of  activity as we put things 
together. Also, during the quiet summer 
months, our new board of  directors will 
be making plans for some new ideas for 
Theater Workshop. One suggestion is to 
hold a series of  workshops on different 
aspects of  theater. We will be organizing 
these workshops for the winter season. If  
you have never performed on stage, the 
workshops will be a great place to start.

Stay tuned for details!

If  you are interested in being a part of  
our 50th anniversary year and joining The-
ater Workshop, please email LBF1954@
gmail.com.

We would love to have you join us as 
a member!

Have a great summer and see you in 
the fall.

Tony Baker chosen to direct 
50th anniversary show
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By Donna Lukas
At our Democratic Club meeting in 

April, our guest speaker was community 
activist Kate Baker.

She gave a presentation on “Know 
Your Why - Understanding and Develop-
ing Your Personal Story.”

It’s more difficult than you might 
imagine.

Kate said that according to a great 
Ted Talk by Simon Sinek (www.tedtalk.
com), many people and organizations 
don’t know why they do what they do. Un-
til you really think about it, you might not 
realize why you are an activist.

Kate gave us some examples of  
thinking back to why we first said yes to 
becoming more than just a voter. She also 
gave us a handout to help us create our 
personal story using a four-part frame-
work: challenge, choice, outcome, ask.

You might ask what is the reason 
we should know this about ourselves. In 
summary, knowing your why makes your 
connection to people easier and more au-
thentic.

During our April meeting we decided 
that future meetings should include infor-
mation about the current crop of  presi-
dential candidates. Several members vol-
unteered to give short reports on selected 
candidates at our next meeting and these 
reports will be the focus of  our discus-

sion.
Our next club meeting is at the usual 

time and place, the second Thursday of  
the month, May 9. Time and location for 
the meeting is 2-3:30 pm in the Starlite 
Room of  the East Activity Center.

If  you miss attending one of  our 
meetings, remember to periodically check 
out the information listed on our club 
pages on the Box Office at www.onto-
poftheworldnews.com. Click to enter the 
Box Office, and then click on the “Demo-
cratic Donkey” under the “Club Pages” 
heading.

This Website will also list informa-
tion that may not have been available 
at the time of  our most recent meeting. 
Also, look for future announcements on 
OTOW-TV Channel 732.

By Dale Stackhouse
The season has ended for the Snow-

birds Line Dance Club, with the last class on 
April 17. 

However, we certainly made the most 
of  our last weeks here.   

The Snowbirds Line Dance Club and 
On Top of  the World Line Dance Club 
joined together to march and dance in the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade in March, and as always, 
we were gratified by the cheers and applause 
we received along the way.

March 24 was our Fly Away Party, which 
took the form of  a Luau. We feasted on 
pulled pork, baked beans, coleslaw and ice 
cream bars, served by our able team of  vol-
unteer gents.

Following a tribute to the veterans, a 
team of  dancers in grass skirts and leis took 
to the stage to perform “Tiny Bubbles,” then 
invited the rest of  the crowd to join in.

Another nod to our Hawaiian theme 
was dancing to “Hula Hands,” which Jan 
Springer has guided us through all season, 
teaching us the hand signals to go with the 
words.

Dolly Foland, with the help of  a few 
guest teachers, led us through almost two 
hours of  non-stop line dancing.

Ed Foland and Dolly, partners in life 
and line dancing, were presented with a well-
deserved gift made up of  donations from 
their many appreciative followers, along with 
two cards filled with messages of  gratitude.

 The many volunteers, who help keep 
the club running smoothly, are greatly ap-
preciated. These include guest teachers and 
demonstrators, food servers, as well as set-
up and clean-up committees. We are a for-
tunate group ... when something needs to be 
done, we don’t usually have to look too far 
for willing helpers.

The Snowbirds may have “flown away,” 
but Snowbirds and sunbirds alike will carry 
with them fond memories of  another happy 
season of  line dancing and  look forward to 
starting again in October.  

The non-migrating dancers can con-
tinue to dance with the OTOW Line Dance 
Club on Tuesday afternoons and Saturday 
mornings during the summer months.

Snowbirds dance season ends with a luau
Before closing down for the summer, the Snowbirds Line Dance Club held a party complete with grass skirts and Hawaiian dancing.

Do you know why you do what you do?

Kate Baker was the guest speaker at the Democratic Club meeting in April. 
She talked about making the party strong throughout the county.
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By Irene Pappas
Summer water aerobics officially be-

gins on May 1 and extends through the 
end of  October.

Come join us and try it out.
From Mondays-Fridays, we will have 

a variety of  Aqua Aerobics instructors. 
Joining them for a workout will have 
many benefits, including memory, bal-
ance, strength and pain-reduction.

We promise new and innovating exer-
cises with no charge.

The East Activity Center swimming 
pool is heated. We begin at 9 a.m., unless 
rain or thunderstorms are in the area.

We encourage everyone to wear sun-
screen, water shoes, sunglasses and a hat. 
You do not have to be a member of  our 

group. We are open to men and women with 
a valid activity card. You may join us in the 
deep end or the shallow end of  the pool.

We also laugh and have fun while we 

are exercising. Once a month we celebrate 
birthdays at a local restaurant.

At the end of  the season, we host a 
fashion show which benefits Suncoast 

Hospice. This is a wonderful opportunity 
to join us for a meal, volunteer to model 
new clothes and support a good cause.

See you in the pool this summer.

Cool off and exercise at the same time

What could be better than keeping cool in a swimming pool and getting a little exercise.
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By Pat Cassidy
The On Top of  the World Ladies 18-

Hole Golf  League was finally able to have 
the second day of  our league champion-
ship tournament on March 26.

Becky West was crowned Club Cham-
pion with a gross score of  132. Donna 
Smerz is Handicap Champion with a net 
score of  119.

Christine Miller took first place in A 
flight with 126 and Maureen Stewart came 
in second with 127. Dottie Graham took 
first place in B Flight with 123 and Jac-
qui Dolan and Robin Goralczyk tied for 
second place with 128. In C Flight, Gail 
DuCharme and Joan Yorkery tied for first 
place with125. Judith Weaver came in sec-
ond with 126.

Becky West arranged our Snowbird 
luncheon following a shotgun start on 
April 16. She thanked everyone for their 
help and support during the last two years. 

At the meeting that followed, it was 
decided that our gift to the golf  course, 
commemorating our 50th anniversary, will 
be steel silhouettes of  a lady and gentle-
man golfer 40 inches high along with a 

plaque. They will be placed on the first 
hole tee box provided the location is ap-
proved by Todd Six.

The committee, Verna Lundgren Gail 
Du Charme and Fran Zaloski, will do the 
shopping and place the order.

It was decided that in future Handi-
cap Tournaments, ties for in flight awards 
will be broken by reviewing each hole ac-
cording to the card back. Ties for champi-
onships will continue to play out until the 
tie is broken.

Many thanks to Lester Whynot for 
helping us refurbish our bulletin board. 

Once the season is over, the books 
need to be audited. Fortunately, Suellen 
Dowe volunteered to do the job.  Many 
thanks Suellen!

If  you would like your email address 
to be in the directory, send an email to 
Sheila Meneilly (meneilly1@aol.com).

The last day of  league play will be 

May 21 with a shotgun start.
Fran Zaloski is arranging a social and 

some goodies to close the season.
Summer golf  will start June 4. It is 

open to all lady golfers with an OTOW 
activity card. Call Sherry Ivey to register 
797-8354.

Weekly awards
March 19 we were canceled because 

of  rain.
March 26: Flight A, Becky West first 

place with 62, tied for second Christine 
Miller and Maureen Stewart with 63; Nan-
cy Lo was third with 65. Flight B, Doro-
thy Graham was first with 54 followed 
by Jackie Woloszn with 58. Jacqui Dolan 
and Debbie Figaski tied for third with 62. 
Flight C, Donna Smerz and Gail Ducha-
rme tied for first with 60, Joan Yorkery, 
Judith Weaver and Marge Hanson tied for 
second with 62, and Natsue Dawson and 
Joy Ray tied for third with 63.

April 2 and April 9 were canceled for 
rain and wet grounds.

April 16: Flight A, first place Ursula 
Taylor 62, second Karen Beaver 64 and 
third Nancy Lo 65. Flight B, first place 
went to Billie Pineau 62, second Rose-
mary Sabatino 64 and third Gwen Wyer 
65. Flight C, first went to Gail Ducharme 
59, second Arlene Hanson 52 and third 
Donna Osborne 64.

There were four chip-in winners: Jane 
Hanley, Nancy Lo, Sherry Ivey and Ursula 
Taylor

18 Ladies Golf

Ladies 9 Golf
By Nancy Schifferle 

Following a delicious luncheon at the 
Flamestone American Grill in Oldsmar 
on April 11, a multitude of  awards were 
presented to many of  our truly deserving 
golfers. 

President Carroll Harris acknowl-
edged current year officers, then intro-
duced officers for the upcoming year. 

Carroll will remain as our terrific 
president. Newly elected vice president 
will be Marge Olson, our new secretary 
will be Penni Telleck and we are grateful 
to Linda Graff  for accepting another term 
as our treasurer. 

After all committee chairladies were 
thanked for their service, newly appointed 
chairladies were announced. 

All past presidents in attendance were 
asked to stand for recognition. They were: 
Carroll Harris, Marge Jacobs, Mary Ann 
O’Neil and Pat Murray.

The following well deserved awards 
were presented to winners of  our “two 
day” Flight Tournament held in February: 
Gilda Gambacurta (Flight A) total of  59, 
Paula Ergang (Flight B) total of  61,There-
sa Gates (Flight C) total of  60 and Carroll 

Harris (Flight D) total of  57.
The league’s Presidents Tournament 

winners were: Gilda Gambacurta with a 
gross of  37 and Donna Meszaros with a 
net of  25.

Our league’s Best Ball Memorial Tour-
nament was created to honor loved ones 
who have gone before us. Those achiev-
ing this honor were Donna Meszaros, 

Gundi Kenny, Marilyn Lisbon and  Car-
roll Harris.

Everyone dreams of  a hole-in-one. 
Ginny Chilcote received a well earned 
tribute for acing hole No. 4 this season. 
Sincere congratulations Ginny. We are all 
envious. 

All golfers earning birdies, eagles or 
coveted holes-in-one this season were 

asked to stand and receive their cash gifts. 
Carroll Harris received an apprecia-

tion gift certificate to the Bonefish Grill 
for her outstanding service as 2018-2019 
league president. 

In conclusion a group photo was tak-
en.

Becky West, left, was crowned 
Club Champion and Donna Smerz 
won the Handicap Championship. 
(Photo by Pat Cassidy)

Ladies Club Championship finally 
completed and Becky West earns top honor

Members of the 2018-19 Nine-Hole Ladies Golf League pose for a picture following lunch at the 
Flamestone American Grill restaurant.

Ladies holds three big tournaments as season nears end
Past presidents honored
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Spring Prom
set for May 18

By Marvin Flam
 For May, the Entertainment Committee presents the fol-

lowing:
 Yesterdayze! – A show recreating your favorite songs from 

the ‘60s!  Cost is $15. Date is Thursday, May 16.          
A Spring Prom Dance with music by Bus Stop will take 

place Saturday, May 18. The cost is $10. There will be a contest 
for Best Dress prom couple.

Our Sunday Meet-And-Greet will take place Sunday, May 
19. This free event is at 2 p.m. in the East Activity Center audi-
torium and will feature Steve Barlock.

Buy a raffle ticket to win a drawing after the entertainment! 
Enjoy free light refreshments served after the drawing.

Get your tickets early! Reserved seats for all of  the remain-
ing shows and dances in 2019, including New Years’ Eve. Start-
ing Thursday, May 2, and during June, July and August, we will 
be selling tickets in the auditorium on Thursdays only from 
8:30-10:30 a.m. The monthly Sunday Meet-and-Greet is free to 
all On Top of  the World residents. No tickets are required.

Check the following sources for scheduling, ticket in-
formation and questions: The Entertainment Commit-
tee is on OTOW-TV channels 98.1 or 732; on the OTOW 
Box Office, (OnTopOfTheWorldNews.com); and on all 
of  the bulletin boards in the EAC, WAC and resident 
buildings. Call us direct at: 727 449-9243 or email us at: 
entcom2014@gmail.com. 

The Entertainment Committee will be celebrating its 50th 
anniversary in 2020!  We are planning a year of  entertainment, 
celebration, and fun.  We welcome your suggestions!  We want 
to hear from you!

     The fun continues . . . be a part of  it!

ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE

The Entertainment Committee held an Easter Bonnet Contest in April. Pictured above are the 
top three finishers. From left to right are Bruce Bandini, Susan Pall and Mary Ann Barone. The 
winner, Mary Ann, received a basket of goodies, including a chocolate bunny and champagne. 
Runner-ups got a chocolate bunny and champagne.    (OTOW News photo by Mary Lou Wall)
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Are you as smart as a Mom?
Take the quiz below. Give a definition for each word 

or phrase listed below.
If  you need help with an answer - ask a Mom.

1. What is a dumbwaiter?
(A) Someone who asks a child if  they want dessert.

2. What is a full name?
(A) What you call a child when they have done some-

thing wrong.

3. What is a grandparent?
(A) Someone who never approves of  how you raise 

children.

4. What does “independent” mean?
(A) It is a term related to time, such as, “I want my 

children to grow up fast, independent and leave the house 
quickly.”

5. What is a puddle?
(A) A small body of  water that always attracts clean, 

dry shoes – usually brand new shoes.

6. What is a show-off?
(A) Someone else’s child who does something better 

than your child.

7. What is a top bunk?
(A) A place a child should never sleep who wears 

Superman pajamas to bed.

8. When a Mom comes home to a messy house, who 
takes responsibility?

(A) The neighborhood children (B) The husband (C) 
None of  the above

9. What is a two-minute warning?
(A) When a baby’s face turns red and you know it’s 

that time to run.

10. What is candy?
(A) That green thing Mom puts on your plate and 

tells you to eat because it’s so good for you.

Marge 
Mayer

Internet Humor

Moms are some of the smartest people

Happy Mother’s Day
to all of our moms at On Top of the World!

By Joe Wisinski
Although the On Top Of  the World 

Computer Club has many computer- 
knowledgeable members, the club occa-
sionally brings in outside speakers.

The club recently heard a presentation 
from computer technician Dave Fairman 
about the pros and cons of  using Google 
and its services.

“Google services are actually quite 
good,” Dave said. “They have the most 
comprehensive search engine. It’s quite 
the system.”

Many of  Google’s services can be 
synced with a smart phone or a tablet so 
your information always stays up-to-date 
on all your devices.

Dave also noted some drawbacks of  
using Google.

“Google wants your information,” 
he said. “It uses a keylogging system in 
searches. That’s why, if  you search for an 
item, you’ll soon start seeing ads for that 
item.”

For more about what Google offers, 
run a search for “Google services.”

----

 The Computer Club is offering of  a 
free computer tune-up to all OTOW resi-
dents in the month of  May.

 The service includes:
· Ensuring that anti-virus and anti-

spyware software is up-to-date.
· Checking for viruses or spyware.

· Removing unnecessary programs to 
help your computer run faster

· The installation of  a free program 
that monitors the health of  the computer.

Residents may bring their laptop 
computer to the West Activity Center 
Learning Lab any Monday through Friday, 
8:30-10 a.m., for a free tune-up. The club 
is unable to provide a free tune-up at your 

condo.

About the Computer Club

The Computer Club meets every Sat-
urday morning at 8:30 in the West Activity 
Center. Visitors are welcome.

Sessions usually consist of  presenta-

tions or discussions led by club members. 
Time is also made available to ask any 
technology-related questions.

Club members provide assistance in 
the Learning Lab with computer issues 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 to 10 
a.m. Help with smart phones or tablets is 
available at the same time. These sessions 
are free.

 For more information about the club, 
go to www.otowcc.com.

 Major changes have been made to the 
On Top of  the World Box Office Website. 
See Joe Wisinski at the Computer Club if  
you want to learn how to find the site, 
which hosts information on all OTOW 
clubs along with community information 
and thinking games.

Computer Club learns about the advantages 
– and disadvantages – of Google services

Computer technician Dave Fairman explains some of the advan-
tages and disadvantages of using Google’s services.
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The Ronald Regan Republican Club 
was honored to have Pinellas County 
Property Appraiser Mike Twitty as our 
guest speaker for its April meeting.

After the meeting, Mike stayed to so-
cialize with members. 

Mike, a lifelong resident of  Pinellas 
County, was exceptionally helpful since he 
is so familiar with the county and works 
closely with other Florida state and county 
officials.

Our club members had many ques-
tions about topics like insurance, assess-
ments and “shared” homestead exemp-
tions. 

Our Charter Certificate from the Re-
publican Party of  Florida was on display, 
along with a new three-fold information 
brochure that will be handed out at our 
information table on Thursday mornings 
in the East Activity Center auditorium.

Edwina Schick presided over the 
April meeting. Making the club as vibrant 
and successful as possible was the theme. 
Edwina focused on letting members know 
how important each member is to the 
club.

“We need each of  you and we have 
something that fits your time, your inter-

est and your abilities,” she said.
Be sure to make plans to attend our 

next meeting on Tuesday, May 14. State 
Senator Ed Hooper will be speaking. 

All OTOW Republicans are welcome. 
Meetings are held the second Tuesday 

of  each month in the Belleair Room of  
the West Activity Center, formerly known 
as the Sunrise Room.

Check in and registration starts at 
6:30 p.m. and the meeting begins at 7 
p.m.

For further information please call 
Susan at 951-377-0909, Edwina at 678-
414-5300 or Mary Jane at 828-508-7806.

Each building has a black bin in its center core.
This bin is for the On Top of  the World newspaper only.

Please do not put old books, magazines and garbage in this bin. Thank you!

Residents can pick up the new Republican Club information bro-
chure by visiting the club table on Thursday mornings.

Club theme for 2019-20 is to be vibrant

By Sheila Charette
Happy spring!
April was a really busy time for the 

Baby Boomers. Here are a few of  the fun 
things Boomers took part in.

Some Boomers went kayaking to 
DeSoto Park in Bradenton. Nearly 50 of  
us rode the Cross Bay Ferry from St. Pete 
to Tampa and had lunch at the historic 
Columbia Restaurant in Ybor City.

Other Boomers joined in for another 
great wine tasting event this month. 

The Gratitude Dance, hosted by 
the Boomers, was a great success. Three 
hundred people from our community at-
tended, contributed and danced. What a 
fantastic opportunity to give back to this 

wonderful community we share.
This dance raised upwards of  $900 

for our local food pantry and collected 
nearly 400 pounds of  food donations.

A great big Boomer thanks to all who 
contributed time and gifts for this cause.  

On Top of  The World, you rock!

Whew! Are you tired yet?
We can’t wait until next month to do 

it all over again!
The Baby Boomers group is a bunch 

of  like-minded folks who like to play, 
dance, sing, volunteer, bowl, bike, hike, 
etc. We have no officers, no dues and no 

age restrictions. If  you think you might 
be Baby Boomer material, join us on the 
first Wednesday and third Thursday of  the 
month at 5:30 p.m. in the East Activity 
Center Art Room. Afterwards, some will 
go to a local restaurant for camaraderie.

See you there!

A bunch of Baby Boomers prepare to have a good time at DeSoto Park in St. Petersburg. The adven-
ture included kayaking and lunch.

Boomers invade DeSoto Park for adventure
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On Monday, March 25, the Billiard 
Club held its yearly tournament to deter-
mine who would be the champions in the 
A Division and the B Division for 2019.

In the A Division, we had 10 players 
take part in this championship and it came 
down to a playoff  between Denny Balder-
son and Dave Williams.

After a tough match between the two, 
Denny defeated Dave and captured his 
second consecutive championship.

Bill Goza took third place. 
In the B Division, we also had 10 

players take part in this championship and 
it came down to Lucy Ames against Phil 
Perez for first and second places.

In a tough playoff  match, Lucy Ames 
defeated Phil for first place.

Dave Dinardo took third place.

“I would like to congratulate Denny 
Balderson for winning his second consec-
utive championship,” said League Presi-
dent Joe Ventimiglia. “The Board would 
also like to congratulate Lucy on winning 
her division title.”

Billiards

The finalists in the B Division are  Phil Perez 
(second place), Lucy Ames (first place) and 
Dave Dinardo (third place).

Billiards crowns league champions

By Shirley Hunter
Hats off  to Past President Laurie 

Fischer and the 2018-19 Canadian Club 
executive board!  

Every season brings new challenges 
and the board rose to the occasion. 

Next season we will celebrate 45 years 
in On Top of  the World - a remarkable 
accomplishment!

The new logo seen here will com-
memorate this special milestone.

Here is a brief  history of  our club:
Wally and Lilian Parr moved to 

OTOW in 1973. Once here, they heard 
conflicting comments from other Canadi-
ans seeking answers to many issues facing 
Snowbirds. 

Wally and Lilian decided to form a 
club and they thought by joining their club 
all members would get the same correct 
information.  

Wally and Lilian listed names of  
people they knew, looked for Canadian li-
cence plates and knocked on doors in an 
effort to find residents interested in join-
ing their club.

When sufficient numbers were 
achieved and they advertised a meeting in 
the OTOW newspaper.

The Parrs started their walks in March 
1975. On April 12, Wally chaired the first 
meeting in the former Large Card Room, 
where 39 people attended and 18 more 
names were handed in.

By-laws were devised, presented and 
accepted at a November meeting. Their 
Mission Statement read: “The purpose 
of  the OTOW Canadian Club is to foster 
fellowship and mutual assistance among 
members,” which is still followed today. 

 We welcome all residents of  OTOW 
to our club. Close to half  of  our members 
are American.

A new “Friendship” flag was pur-
chased this season and as part of  our 
45th Anniversary celebration, the former 
“Canada Day in the USA” event in Feb-
ruary has been renamed the “Friendship 
Dinner/Dance.”

Our full schedule of  activities re-
sumes in the fall, including our annual 
golf  tournament.  

As you head north, whether you drive 
or fly, have a safe journey and enjoy a great 
summer back home!  

Forty-five years later, Canadian Club
still honors original mission statement

From left to right are the A Division finalists 
Dave Williams (second place), Denny Balderson 
(first place) and Bill Goza (third place). 

New on OTOW-TV - Channel 732
Jessica and Cammy do-it-at-home exercise videos now at 6 a.m. and noon every day
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Softball
By Bob Rittner

The On Top of  the World softball 
league held a spring party, where players 
honored Guy Bertuzzi and Tony Caputo 
with a new award - the Bertuzzi-Caputo 
“Spirt of  the Game” Award.

The ceremony took place at a local 
restaurant and our league sponsor, 2nd 
Time Sports, was represented to be a part 
of  the event.

The plaque will be displayed at the 
2nd Time Sports store.

Project Advance 10
2nd Time Sports 4

There are subtle, often under-appre-
ciated skills that can make a difference in 
a ball game. 

One is the accurate relay from the 
outfield to the cutoff  man.

Eddie Ramirez twice stopped balls 
in the outfield and hit the cutoff  man 
quickly. In both cases, first Alex Scaranda 
and later Joe DeChiaro then made perfect 
throws from the outfield grass to catcher 
Guy Bertuzzi cutting down runners at the 
plate. 

Another skill is place hitting. 
Twice with runners on base, Bill Lep-

ping drove them in with opposite field 
doubles. Later, when the team shifted 
closer to the right field line, he stroked the 
ball up the middle for another RBI.

2nd Time Sports 11
Project Advance 10

For baseball fans, it is heart-stopping 
beautiful.

With a 0-0 score and the bases loaded, 
Jim Tiano smashed a triple down the right 
field line, a perfect example of  opposite-
field hitting.

It was a game of  extra-base hits. Rick 
Champ doubled and tripled twice, Phil 
Goodwin doubled twice and Joe DeChia-
ro tripled among his five hits.

2nd Time Sports scored three in the 
top of  the ninth inning to break a tie. 
Project Advance then scored two and had 
the tying run on base when Rick Metzger 
made an outstanding play on a grounder 
to get the last out.

Project Advance 10
2nd Time Sports 6

Sometimes a player’s brilliance shines 
so brightly it obscures the excellent play 
of  others.

Steve Garvin roamed all over the field 
making catches and making bullet throws 
for outs, stifling 2nd Time Sports’s of-
fense. He also doubled twice to the right 
field fence driving in five runs.

His teammates were not idle as Wayne 
Pall made a number of  over-the-shoul-
der catches of  looping popups and Rick 
Champ raced to his left to snare a line 
drive headed for the left field gap. 

Project Advance 10
2nd Time Sports 4

A tie game was broken open when 
Project Advance scored six runs over the 
last three innings getting multiple hits 
from Gary Anderson and Roger Hebeler 
and culminating with a two-run triple by 
Jim Kemp.

Some credit for the victory should go 
to Wayne Pall who plugged up the middle 
of  the diamond with a series of  sparkling 
plays, often assisted by first baseman Ron 

Nobile’s steady glove.
Don Leamy slugged two solid line 

drive hits for 2nd Time Sports.

Project Advance 16
2nd Time Sports 5

It is exciting to watch a talented ball 
player who has absorbed lessons from a 
good coach.

Wayne Pall is always in the right place, 
backing up plays, taking relays, cutting off  
errant throws. He also had three hits to 
enhance his sterling performance.

In a rout, there are many players who 
contribute. Lenny Segall was a perfect 
4-for-4 with two doubles, and Jim Kemp 
matched his four-hit day as well.

Despite the loss, there were stars on 
2nd Time Sports. Rick Champ crushed a 
ball that reached the fence for a home run 
and Jim Costello made a spectacular catch 
backhand and over-his-shoulder catch go-
ing back on a long fly in left field.

2nd Time Sports 8
Project Advance 4

In the ninth inning, with two outs, 
Project Advance scored a run and had 
the tying run at the plate. Reggie Phelan 

struck out the final batter to end the game.
Reggie and Jim Kemp led 2nd Time 

Sports attack with four hits each and both 
two doubles.

Outstanding catches by Joni Edwall 
and Jim Tiano kept Project Advance off  
the board.

For 2nd Time Sports, Guy Bertuzzi 
hustled down the third base line to catch 
a foul popup.

2nd Time Sports 13
Project Advance 5

Throwing can be thrilling.
After an Eddie Ramirez splendid run-

ning catch, he relayed to Joe DeChiaro, 
who threw a beebee to first base to com-
plete a double play.

Receiving an outfield relay, first base-
man Wayne Pall whirled and nabbed a 
runner at home. 

There was plenty of  hitting, too, with 
Rick Champ going 5-for-5, Joe DeChiaro 
blasting three doubles and Bob Ballentine 
and Bill Lepping each collecting four hits 
for the winners.

Lenny Segall hit the longest drive of  
the season - a blast that hit the outfield 
fence, but even with Joe Kosko’s perfect 
four-hit day, it was not enough. 

Softball sees its longest hit of the season 
and then unveils new spirit award

The On Top of the World Softball League has created a new award for spirit of the game. Recently, a dinner 
took place to announce the new award. From left to right are Guy Bertuzzi, past president of OTOW softball, 
Kathy Ahrens, Lenny Segall (current president of the league), and Chrissy Johonnesson and Joe Sciandra 
from 2nd Time Sports, which sponsors the league. The plaque will be display at 2nd Time Sports. The first 
honorees for this award are Guy Bertuzzi and Tony Caputo, who was unable to be at the dinner.
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By David Cox
As I always like to say, thanks to Todd 

Six and the Bright View Maintenance staff  
for the credit they do for keeping our golf  
courses in great shape and the continuous 
improvements they make.

Thanks goes to Lester Whynot, Da-
vid Cox, Jay Schwallie, Ken Nield and Vic 
Ruggiero for work they did on the men’s 
and women’s bulletin boards. A complete 
refacing took place, including new paint.  
Plans for later in the year are to repaint 
the two green buildings.

Men’s Wednesday Golf  League tour-
nament results are as follows for recent 
weeks:

During past play for March and April, 
the following winners are as follows:

On Wednesday, March 13, A Flight 
first place winner was Gary Sandine, run-
ner up was David Cox.  B Flight first place 
was Bill Gambacurta, runner up was Jim 
Anzalone. C Flight first place was Paul 
Witonsky, runner up was Bill Gambacur-
ta. D Flight first place was C.J. Messina, 
runner up was Ed Taylor.

On Wednesday, March 20, A Flight 
winner was Jeff  West, runner up was Ed-

gar Belliveau. B Flight first place was Jim 
Anazone, runner up was Jerry Fugate. C 
Flight first place was Paul Ferral, runner 
up was Paul Juneau. D Flight first place 
was John Noble, runner up was C.J. Mes-
sina.

On Wednesday, April 3, the A Flight 
winner was Roy Monteith, runner up was 
Jay Schwallie. B Flight first place was John 
Taylor, runner up was Lester Whynot.  C 
Flight first place winner was Ron Noble, 
runner up was Paul Juneau.  D Flight first 
place winner was Laurence Keaveney, 
runner up was John Lovasz.

On Wednesday, April 10, A Flight 
winner was Bill Haener, runner up was 
Jay Schwallie. B Flight first place was Les-
ter Whynot, runner up was Jack Sousa. C 
Flight first place winner was Les Gable, 
runner up was David Weston. D Flight 
first place winner was Dan Fletcher, run-
ner up was Ed Taylor.

On Wednesday March 6 and 27 there 
was no play due to weather.

The past few weeks have been busy 
ones for the Thursday Golf  League.

Our annual Match Play Tournament 
is complete and our champion is Harry 
Barbin. Mike Dietterich was second, 
Christy Mills was third and David Mills 
rounded out the final four. The matches 
were close and thanks goes out to all the 
golfers who participated.

The season is coming to an end, but 
weekly play continues to be quite com-
petitive.

The week 19 winner was Ken Smith. 
Pat Mahony was second and Tim Bel-
castro placed third. Bill Higgins recored 
the low gross round. Bruce MacPher-
son, Marjorie Olsen, Scott Rogers, Dave 
Hoffman, Don Baker, Dan Hyden, Rick 
Muchler and Bob Hunt all collected one 
skin each. Joyce Majewski, Don Hahs, Jim 
Gray and Scott Rogers were the long drive 

winners. Bill Cook and Debbie Abbot 
hade the closest to the pin shots.

Our annual Four Person Scramble 
was held on Week 20. The team of  Gina 
Yoon, Jenny Hong, Richard Yoon and 
Howard Hong took first place.

Tiebreaker were need to separate the 
next four places. Marjorie Olsen, Mike 
Crittendon, Jim Vanleuven and Tom 
Ramstack took second place. Third went 
to the team of  Scott Rogers, Gary Herr, 
Paul Hanko and Len Howell. The fourth 
place team was Don Hunter, Dave Hoff-
man and Mike Dietterich.

Bill Cook was the week 21 champion. 
Ken Smith was second and Jim Vanleuven 
was third. Scott Rogers was the low gross 
winner and collected one skin. Don Baker, 
Dave Hoffman and Don Hahs collected 
one skin each. Long drive winners were 
Majorie Olsen, David Mills, Bob Hunt 
and Scott Rogers. Christy Mills and Bill 
Higgins were closest to the pin.

A two person 6-6-6 tournament was 
held on week 22. The Team of  Diane 
Moxley and Tim Belcastro took first place. 
Harry Barbin and Paul Meyers were sec-
ond. Ada and John Maloof  placed third. 
Ken Smith and Fred Schick placed fourth,  
and Jahn Lawson and Jim Cawley took 
fifth place.

The 26-week league season ends 
soon. League members play by a point 
system. The better you play, the more 
points you accumulate. The person with 

the most points at the end of  the season 
is league champion.

The current standings have Paul Mey-
ers leading with 45 points. Don Baker is 
in second with 36 points followed by Len 
Howell 35, Bill Higgins with 33 points. 
Bruce MacPherson 31.  Tim Belcastro and 
Fred Schick have 29 points. Ron Reeves, 
Gary Sandine, Pat Mahony and Dan 
Hyden all have 28 points.

The league welcomes new members 
at any time. All On Top of  the World resi-
dents are welcome. You don’t have to join 
to try us out. Weekly play is not manda-
tory and guests are welcome. There is no 
prior week sign up. If  you show up, you 
play. 

Players must sign in between 9-9:30 
a.m. for the new season. 

We play the course using the USGA 
Stableford format.

Thursday
Golf

Men’s Golf

By Corby Ratliff
Director of  Golf/General Manager

Congratulations to Ted Bay on a recent hole-in-one.
Ted used a 9-iron to ace the  par 3, 15th hole, on the 18-hole course. Fran 

Cox and Ed Outton witnessed this shot.
Congratulations to Bud Goulding who recently aced the same hole. Bud 

hit a pitching wedge to record his ace. Doug Warren witnessed Bud’s first 
ever ace.  

Great job gentlemen.
A reminder to all residents and their guests who play on our golf  courses, 

please be patient in playing your game. With the immaculate condition of  
our 9 and 18 hole courses, the volume of  play has been constant. As a result, 
expect the pace of  play to be slower than usual.

I would like to thanks Todd Six and his Brightview staff  on the great job 
they have done preparing our course for spring play.

To the golfers, please show proper golf  etiquette on the courses and try 
to be patient with the slower players.

Thank you in advance.

ACES

Residents asked to be patient 
on our busy golf courses

Harry Barbin wins annual Match Play title

Men’s Golf Association
holds four tournaments
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Travel Club members explore Lake Dora and 
surrounding terrain, then relax at Lakeside Inn

By Tom Jamrozy
We recently went to Mt. Dora 

for our April day trip. Forty-three 
members travelled by motorcoach 
and enjoyed a two-hour narrated 
boat ride on Lake Dora, which 
connects five lakes with hand-dug 
canals created in the 1800s. 

This was a wonderful, natural 
area that had several gators, snakes 
and many species of  birds with their 
young in the nests, high in the giant 
Cyprus trees. One of  the largest of  
the trees was determined to be 2,200 
years old (which environmentalists 
determine by measuring the base of  
the tree underwater).

We then ventured into town. 
Several us of  ate at the historic 
Lakeside Inn, a lovely resort 
established in 1883. Many went 
shopping while several of  us relaxed 
on the veranda, overlooking the lake, 
in our rocking chairs. 

On our way back to On Top of  
the World, we stopped at a German 
bakery for homemade bakery items 
and breads.

Our Lunch Bunch sold out with 
60 for the Bahama Breeze, but took 
place after this was submitted for 
print. Our Lunch Bunches are always 
well-attended, so we encourage 
people to sign up early.

This month we offer a Lunch 
Bunch at Clear Sky on Cleveland 

Street in downtown Clearwater.  
It is set for May 8. 

Our day trip on the 22nd will 
be to Solomon’s Castle to tour all 
the artwork and the antique auto 
museum. This is an event that 
requires cash or checks, no credit 
cards allowed.

For future trips, stop by the 
sales tables at the East Activity 
Center from 8:15–10:15 a.m.  on 
Thursdays. Come on over and 
pick up fliers and purchase event  
tickets, etc..

We are excited that we already 
have four members willing to be 
the new Board for 2020. We will be 
working closely with them.

Members of the OTOW Travel Club were educated and entertained during a recent two-hour boat excursion on Lake Dora.  

Travel Club members spotted snakes, gators and a 2,200-year old Cypress tree  
during their two-hour tour of Lake Dora aboard a comfortable motor craft.



Page 46 / May 2019 ON TOP OF THE WORLD NEWS

The Emerald Isle enjoys a major springtime picnic
On March 25 the residents of  the 

Emerald Isle Building enjoyed a beautiful 
spring day together. The event was planned 
by our Building Captain, Cheryl Butcher 
and our Treasurer, Marge Gipperich. 

Our residents, as always, happily 
pulled together to assemble tables and 
chairs, cook hamburgers and hot dogs, 
and organized a Corn Hole tournament. 
Each of  us brought a covered dish to share 
as well. Many hands made the clean up 
afterwards a breeze. 

The festivities started at 4 p.m. and 
we were very pleased that there were 46 
attendees! The cost of  the picnic was 
covered by our annual building dues. Our 
neighbors enjoy the social gatherings and 
have generously contributed to our dues. 

A 50/50 drawing was held with Rob 
McKee as the winner. There were six 
door prize winners too. Those winners 
were Joyce and Dan Day, Bill Gipperich, 
Rob McKee, Dean, George Hotaling and  
Liz Buckley. 

Events like this make it nice to get 
acquainted with our new neighbors and 
catch up with old friends. 

Larry and Treva Olinger are new 
to Emerald Isle. They have wintered in  

On Top of  The World for several years and 
recently bought a condo in our building. 
They have been busy remodeling and doing 
lots of  do-it-yourself  projects. 

Larry and Treva brought their house 
guests, their brother and sister, with them 
to the picnic and had a great time. That’s 
a tribute to our Building 58, the friendliest 
building in OTOW!

The Corn Hole tournament was a 
great success. Cass Piskorik, our score 
keeper, kept everyone in line with her 
usual good humor! The winning team was 
George Hotaling and Rob McKee. 

A big thank you to Tom and Cheryl 

Emerald Isle picknknickers revel in one another’s company.       (Photo by Bill Gipperich)

Butcher for hosting our group in their back 
patio area. Their hard work and concern for 
all residents is very much appreciated.

A special thank you goes out to Joe 
Seabrooke for his generous donation of  the 
new bulletin board next to the elevator.

Weather is perfect for day 
trips around the state

Spring is here and with it comes the 
incentive to be outdoors and enjoy our 
fabulous weather.

Bohemians are taking advantage of  
these glorious conditions, by pulling out 
their favorite barbecue recipes for their 
second annual Rose Garden cookout.

What makes this cookout unique 
is that every guest brings his or her 
favorite cut of  meat or fish and prepares 
it themselves on grills that are set up on 
ground floor patios. It gives everyone who 
wants to be a grillmaster the opportunity 
to show off  his or her skill.

In the true sense of  community, it was 
observed last year that sharing or sampling 
recipes was not uncommon. I’m sure that 
this year will follow suit.

The ladies of  the building took 
advantage of  our nice weather and ventured 
out recently to Tampa for their monthly 
outing. This time it was to visit the Henry 
B. Plant Museum. It was the perfect time to 
visit, as it is Henry Plant’s 200th birthday. 
The main exhibit that commemorates 

him is titled: “He’s More Important Than 
You Thought.” This special celebration 
continues until mid-December.

The girls continued their day with 
lunch at The Oxford Exchange. This 
unique venue is more than a restaurant. It 
is a book store, gift shop and design studio. 
It has space available to rent for special 
events. It turned out to be a perfect day to 
match the perfect weather. 

Check out OTOW-TV  
Channels 732 and 98.1
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American Gothic folks enjoy annual building picnic
On a beautiful spring day at American 

Gothic, Bob Ellis was busy flipping 
cheesy burgers on the grill. Bob’s wife, 
Elaine, gracious as always, prepared tables  
of  delicious foods.

Friends of  theirs brought plates of  
their favorite dishes to share, a wonderful 
array of  yummy, homemade cuisine. 

What  was  the  occas ion?  I t 
was an annual celebration of  good 
neighbors at the American Gothic spring  
backyard picnic!

Our yearly building picnic is a co-
operative occasion. Our building dues 
supply the meats, drinks, and other 
necessary sundries, while our neighbors 
add a variety of  other foods.

This year, we chatted and played 
games. And since Elaine supplied 
name tags for all, soon acquaintances  
became friends.

In other building news, be sure to 
check our bulletin board located in the 
core. There is always current information 
and sometimes free pictures. If  you see a 
photograph pinned to the bulletin board 
that you like, you are welcome to take it. 
Our bulletin board is also full of  helpful 

information, tips, and snapshots of  what’s 
happening in our neighborhood.

Also, a gentle reminder about 
recycling in our building: Cardboard 
boxes are to be recycled, but they need 
to be broken down before putting 
them in the recycle bins. Boxes that 
have not been broken down may be 
returned to whichever American Gothic 
resident deposited them. Styrofoam 
packing and inserts go in the black  
garbage cans.

In other resident news, we have 
the best dogs in the world living here at 

A few of the attendees at the April American Gothic annual picnic included (front row 
seated left to right): Jane Regener, Pete Gagnon and Diane Benoit. (Standing left to right):  
Paul Regener, Michelle Gagnon and Shirley Gagnon.      (Photo by Dennis Telleck)

American Gothic! They are such friendly 
and welcoming ambassadors. 

The spring not only brings out our 
K9 friends here at American Gothic, but 
the flowers are bloomin’, the ibises are 

out in our backyards, and the parrots are 
chatting and chirping in the trees. 

I t ’s  a  beau t i fu l  day  in  our 
neighborhood. Keep smiling! 

Well-traveled couple explore exotic Southeast Asia
Karen and Jim Costello, residents 

of  Orizaba for about three years, are not 
exactly hesitant when it comes to exploring 
the world. 

Over the past 20 years, they have 
traveled to all 50 United States and have 
visited five of  the earth’s seven continents, 
leaving only Australia and Antarctica  
to go. 

Jim says while their general goal is to 
visit every continent, he does admit some 
reservations about going to Antarctica, 
especially in contrast to the warm, 
sunny Florida climes here at On Top of   
the World!

Karen admits  they may sk ip 
Antarctica, and instead opt for some 
cruises once Australia is checked off  their 
bucket list. But… Antarctica still remains 
an option. Brrrr!

Some of  the fascinating places they’ve 
seen on past trips include Egypt, French 
Polynesia, Kenya, and Tanzania. They’ve 
been to Ecuador’s Galapagos Islands, and 
roamed South America’s Amazon. 

They went to Machu Picchu in Peru, 
the site of  an amazing Incan citadel high in 
the Andes mountains. It was constructed 
of  tightly-fitted stone walls built without 
mortar, and windows built for precise 
astronomical views, evidence of  advanced 
scientific knowledge not appreciated by the 
conquering explorers. 

This past February, Karen and 
Jim took off  for exotic Southeast Asia, 
specifically Vietnam, Cambodia and 
Thailand, where more surprises and 
delights were to be found.

In addition to the spectacular natural 

beauty of  the land in Vietnam, one aspect 
they found striking was the genuine 
friendliness of  the Vietnamese people 
toward Americans. Another pleasant surprise 
was the country’s high 90% literacy rate.

Karen and Jim Costello dressed for 
dinner in striking yellow native costume in  
Hue, Vietnam.

Buddhist monastery Chua Dong Thien in Vietnam.

In Cambodia, they were struck by 
the “floating villages” where people live 
in floating houses on rafts and practice 
aquaculture, the farming of  fish, crustaceans, 
mollusks, aquatic plants and algae.

In Thailand, they visited Watpho, a 
working Buddhist monastery that featured 
many different carved images of  Buddha. 

As to their more adventurous side, 

Karen and Jim described a bridge they 
encountered that had happy, friendly 
images of  gods on one side of  the bridge, 
and images of  angry, evil gods on the 
other side. 

Obviously the idea was to discourage 
people from crossing the bridge toward 
the angry gods. Did they dare cross? “Of  
course we did!” said Karen with a grin.
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Welcome our new reporter for the Polynesian Building
It  has been awhi le s ince the 

Polynesian Building has had any articles in  
this newspaper.

First, let me introduce myself, Steven 
Crosmer, a resident who has been living 
in the building for over 20 years, and 
now retired from my profession as a long 
distance truck driver for 30 years. 

My military service was post-Vietnam, 
1976-80, as a 3rd Class Petty Officer 
Storekeeper in the United States Navy.

I grew up in Ann Arbor, Mich., and 
I remember when my family first moved 
to Florida here in January, 1977, we had 
snow flurries the first week we were 
here and began to wonder if  the weather 
decided to move down here along with us; 
fortunately it returned back to Michigan 
where it belongs!

I offered to become our building 
reporter at a recent building pizza party we 
had a couple months ago. 

We want to get together to socialize 
more often, and a recent pizza dinner we 
had at Queen’s Pizza on Belcher Road drew 
about 20 of  us. 

We are planning to have another pizza 
party in June and August and get to know 
each other better, but no date or location 
has been set. Last month’s party was mostly 
for our Snowbirds who are returning north 
for the summer months. Safe travels to 
you all. 

Peter and Cher Rosseau were recently 
on a cruise that took them to Cuba. They 

saw Ernest Hemingway’s house which is 
stacked with shelves with thousands of  
books. They also saw the large baseball 
stadium in Havana. Baseball is becoming 
Cuba’s favorite pastime. 

They also viewed the many mosaics 
and paintings of  renown Cuban artist  
José Fuster, including his signature artwork 
of  the rooster, Gallo. He cherishes the 
sound of  her, knowing he is being blessed 
for another day when she starts crowing in 
the mornings. 

Peter said the weather was quite 
hot while they were there, and felt like 
Florida during the summer with no air 
conditioning. They also advise you to take 
a small supply of  hand sanitizer and toilet 
paper, as both are in short supply in Cuba, 
and were glad they did so.

In trying to make our building a 

better place for our neighbors, I noticed a 
tire had gone flat on our two-wheel hand 
truck, and had been that way for a while. I 
hooked up my bicycle air pump to it, and it 
did the job to bring both tires back up full 
of  air. If  it goes flat again, I’ll be glad to 
help pump it up again, and for anybody in 
our building who needs some air pumped 
into their bicycle tires. 

Also, being a Navy veteran, I’ve taken 
care of  our building flags recently, including 
the lowering of  the flags to half-staff  to 
honor President George H. W. Bush when 
he passed away late last year. 

I also replaced a flag that was tattered 
and worn out on one side of  the building. 

Polynesian Building residents enjoy the savory fare at a recent pizza party at Queen’s Pizza on  
April 4 as a farewell for our winter residents. 

Peter Rosseau on the cruise ship he and 
his wife, Cher, sailed on to Cuba. 

England tour included stop at set of favorite TV series
One of  our residents, Mary Jane 

Lofton, recently ventured 4,232 miles 
away from On Top of  the World to  
Cornwall, England.

While there, she got to watch the 
filming of  Acorn TV Series “Doc Martin,” 
and met several of  the actors. 

Mary Jane then joined a tour in 
London and traveled through Devon and 
Cornwall. Highlights of  the tour included 
the Minack Theatre at the most westerly 
point in the UK, and Tintagel, legendary 
castle of  King Arthur. 

The group visited Dartmoor, a 
national park in Devon where Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s “The Hound of  the Baskervilles” 
was written. Mary Jane, a literature major 
in college, was in her element. 

Mary Jane especially enjoyed learning 
more about the Cornish culture, a Celtic 
culture, more like the Irish and Welsh. Just 
as our New England states and Canada 
are so different from the Deep South, so 
Cornwell and Devon are to the UK north 
of  London. 

Talk to Mary Jane sometime and she 

will tell you about her travels to Northern 
England, Scotland, and the Orkney Islands 
north of  Scotland.

Meanwhile, back at OTOW’s Dorado 
Building… About 40 Dorado residents had 
a potluck dinner at the West Activity Center 
and a luncheon at Guppy’s at the Beach, 
on Indian Rocks Beach. We are enjoying 
a renewed interest in our social club. It’s 
like having a close-knit community within 
a community.  

Dorado resident Mary Jane Lofton is shown with one of the “Doc Martin” TV show 
characters, Constable Penhale. The background is the little village of Port Isaac, where the 
TV series is filmed.She stayed at one of the small bed-and-breakfasts in the village shown  
in the photo.

Need An Extra Newspaper?
Copies of the OTOW News are available in the lobbies of the East and West Activity Centers.
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A Note For Dog Walkers
When picking up after your dog, do not throw plastic 
bags down the storm drains. This is against the law.

Always clean up while walking your dog.
Be sure to keep your dog hydrated.

A look back at the OTOW News 
May, 1994

•  OTOW Chorus: The 1993-94 concert season for the On Top of  the World 
Chorus came to a successful conclusion on April 9–10, 1994. This talented 
singing group of  55 members presented a “Bouquet of  Ballads” to two 
well-pleased audiences under their beloved Louise Kelly’s patient and loving 
direction. Supporting her as accompanist was Gretchen Dangman. 

•  New York/New Jersey Club: Everything was in our favor on Monday, April 
11, 1994, to have a great picnic: wonderful weather, the fellowship of  138 
members and guests and an abundance of  super food. It was small wonder 
that anyone was ready for games after the amount of  food consumed, but 
everyone made an effort and the fun began. 

•  Fun Club: Our season is over, and what a good one we all had. On April 
6, 1994, our final meeting, the entertainment was provided by Joy Katzen-
Guthrie. She sang show tunes and songs from World War II that certainly 
brought back memories. Behind every song there was a story she told which 
made it interesting. She also plays electric piano. 

•  Women’s Bowling League: Approximately 34 members and one guest at-
tended the Women’s Bowling awards luncheon at Jesse’s Flagship on April 
13, 1994. President Jean Harnois and Vice President Shirley Wodzien shared 
opening statements. Dorothy Dutcher, chairwoman of  the nominating com-
mittee, presented the slate of  officers for the coming year: president, Shirley 
Wodzien; vice president, Mary Spearman; treasurer, Anita Klein; and secretary, 
Evelyn Hazelton. Awards were then distributed by Anita Klein.

•  Chetnik Building: It’s been several years since we’ve had a bit of  romance 
in our building. However, it has happened again. Some time ago, Ann and 
Jack Combs took separate daily walks. Finally, Jack said “Good Morning,” as 
they passed. That began more conversations as they met and soon romanced. 
They have been married nine months now. 

•  Men’s Golf: Mark this date on your calendar: Wednesday, May 25, 1994. We 
will observe Memorial Day with hot dogs, cold suds and soda. This will be 
President Stidolph’s first social event since taking office. Hope you all enjoy 
the day. Secretary Herb Cervinka will be writing the articles for the paper for 
the next 11 months. If  you have any newsworthy stories, contact Herb and 
he’ll get them into print.

When visiting our advertisers, tell them 
you saw their ad in this newspaper.

Modernage’s ‘barbeque to 
remember’ kicks off spring

Modernage dwellers enjoy the great weather and plentiful food at a recent barbecue.

March 23 marked our kick-off  to 
spring with a festive barbeque, as we of  
the Modernage Building believe in doing 
things with plenty of  gusto! 

We had over 40 people participate. 
Hot dogs, burgers galore, desserts and side 
dishes made by the best cooks from all over 
the United States and Canada!

Frankly, there are people in our 
building from all over the world. We all feel 
very blessed to know each other and have 
time to sit and mingle.

“Bring your own side dish” is my 
favorite part, because so many residents in 
our building are fabulous cooks! There was 
fresh macaroni and cheese like mom used 
to make, gelatin and fruit dishes, salads, 
home-made dips for chips, and the best 
cookies you cannot find in the stores. 

Forget about your diet on barbeque 
day, it’s not going to happen!

Don’t forget the cold drinks that are 
provided free of  cost. Of  course, there are  
lots of  laughs and much mingling with the 
best neighbors in the community!

Every year we afford (by pooling just 

$5 each once a year to our personal building 
fund) the luxury of  two pizza parties, two 
barbeques and the unquestionable value of  
getting to know who your neighbors are 
and enjoying their company!

I’ve had previous owners from our 
building say “I wish we still lived in your 
building — we miss those parties!” Guess 
what: We miss you too, so come back  
and visit! 

Go to www.ontopoftheworldnews.com, then click on the Box 
Office logo. This is your gateway to all things happening 
at OTOW Clearwater — community alert messages, clubs, 
Karma Café specials, daily and monthly calendars of events, 
games and much more. Check it out frequently! 

Been to the otoW neWS Box office Recently?

WWW.ontopoftheWoRldneWS.com
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Night blooming cereus continues to attract attention
It’s the time of  year when I usually 

remind you about the fantastic flowers 
that bloom on the plant running up the 
old oak tree by the pier. 

If  you haven’t seen the flowers 
at night,  you have real ly missed 
something. 

The tree has on it a plant called 
a Night Blooming Cereus and for 11 
months a year, the plant looks like an ugly 
vine running up the tree.

But wait until that twelfth month! 
Near the end of  May and the beginning 
of  June, that ugly vine (which is actually 
a cactus) produces spectacular flowers. 
Each flower is about five inches wide. 
They bloom only once and there will be 
hundreds, night after night, blooming  
on the tree. 

The flowers begin to open about 
7:30 p.m. and bloom all night. In the 
morning, you will see spent flowers from 
the previous night that have fallen onto 
the ground. 

If  you have never seen this flower, 
it is worth walking down to the pier; 
or at night, driving to the cul-de-sac to 
experience seeing it. If  you drive, point 
your car toward the tree and turn on 
your lights. If  you walk at night, take a 
flashlight. The sight is spectacular. 

This is the month when we remember 
the military personnel who gave their lives 
for our country’s continued freedom. 
Since the end of  WWI, Memorial Day, 

first observed in 1868, has also been 
known as “Poppy Day.” That’s when ex-
servicemen used to sell small, red, artificial 
poppies. Profits from the sales helped  
disabled veterans. 

Red Poppies are no longer sold 
outside the grocery stores; at least I 
haven’t seen them lately.

Do you remember, on May 30th, 
when high school bands marched in the 
local parades to the cemeteries where 
services were held? 

In 1971, Congress passed the 
Uniform Monday Holiday Act making 
the last Monday in May Memorial Day 
(a federal holiday) regardless if  it fell on  
May 30 or not.

If  you have a flag, this is an important 
day, so display it.

As you all know, we have coyotes 
here in Florida. Please do not put your 

trash and/or garbage outside your door 
instead of  taking it to the trash room. The 
Espana had a coyote on a balcony eating the 
trash that someone left outside their door.  
Not good.

A parking note: For those who decide to 
back into a parking space, please remember 
that when you open the back of  your 
vehicle, you must leave room for people to 
walk on the sidewalk without bending down 
to protect their head from being hit by your 
back door. (This has happened to me!)

(Above and below) The Espana Building’s famous night blooming cereus, which blooms 
only once a year.                   (Photos by Jackie Dooley)
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Bible Study Club
The OTOW Bible Study Club is 

a non-denominational Bible study 
group to explore the word of God, 
and how it relates to our everyday 
lives. Our teacher, Woodie Tully, 
brings 45 years of Bible teaching 
experience to help understand  
the Scriptures.

The  c l ub  mee ts  Fr i day 
afternoons from 2–4 p.m. in the East 
Activity Center Veranda Room. We 
welcome everyone to our club. You 
do not need to have any knowledge 
of Scripture to join, and there are 
no club fees required. We are not 
a church; those attending are from 
a variety of denominations. Every 
first-time guest receives a complete 
copy of the Bible to keep as  
their own. 

For more information, call 
either Bob Reis, 798-2443, or  
Woodie Tully, 399-1773.

When Br i t t any  Far mhouse 
residents plan a potluck, make sure to 
come hungry. This time, we celebrated 
St. Patrick’s Day a day early, on March 
16, with an outstanding buffet. 

Twenty-four residents and guests 
tried to sample as much of  the dishes as 
possible, but the selection was too much 
to have a taste of  all of  them. 

The weather was very nice, and 
sitting outside was a pleasure. To have 
the opportunity to talk to people you 
don’t see every day is worth all the work 
and preparation for an outing like this. 
Thanks to everybody who contributed 
to this event. 

Brittany Farmhouse residents enjoy a building potluck outing, at which 24 dwellers attended and relished each others’ company.

A sampling of the food items available at a 
recent Brittany Farmhouse potuck.

Weather was great for BFH potluck event

Check bulletin board regularly for Brahman functions 

Mother’s Day is around the 
corner (May 12). Wishing all mothers a 
pampered day.

Phyllis Canonico was responsible 
for the March events. She had a successful 
coffee, then arranged a luncheon at Lucky 
Dill for our building; there were six of  us 
able to attend that day. Food was great and 
the discussions were fun. 

Our dinner at Olive Garden was 
enjoyable and food was great. 

Nancy Schifferle hosted events for 
the month of  April. The lineup was coffee 
on April 5, lunch at Sweet Tomatoes on 
April 12 and ending with Dinner at Duffs 
on April 23.

It seemed as if  the time slipped 
away too fast this year. Thanks to the 
participation of  the neighbors who chose 
to take on the events of  the building. 
Shortly the Snowbirds will be returning 
home. They will be missed.

Remember to check the bulletin 
board to sign up for future events. If  

Sweet Tomatoes was the location of a delightful April luncheon. Brahman residents 
who attended included (left to right): Marlene Mullen, Nancy Schifferle, Esta-Lee 
Schwartz, Jane Alexander, Edna Oeth, Gretchen Hirschinger and Charlene Payne.  
               (Photo provided by Esta-Lee Schwartz)

anyone is interested in planning events, feel 
free to post ideas on the board. We are here 
to help you if  needed. 

Hope you all had a wonderful Easter 
and Passover holiday 

See you again when you all return. 
Safe travels.  

An OTOW Association General Meeting  
will be held Friday, June 14, at 10 a.m.  

in the auditorium of the East Activity Center.
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Memorable 50th anniversary trip to Spain and Portugal
Valencia residents Steve and Peggy 

Duvall are back from a memorable 17-day 
trip to Spain and Portugal as a celebration 
of  their 50th wedding anniversary. 

They traveled from the Rock of  
Gibraltar to the colorfully tiled homes, 
from the fishing villages in Portugal to the 
shores of  Mediterranean Sea and every 
well-known historical city in between. 

They both agreed it was one of  
their greatest experiences, and Steve has 
hundreds of  pictures to prove it. 

There was a surprise birthday party 
held at the First Presbyterian Church 
in Dunedin for Clair Mock last month, 
wonderfully organized by her daughter 
Terry and husband Marc. 

Also pitching in with helping hands 
were Clair’s other children: Bernie, and his 
wife Sherry, her twin sons Richard and 
Robert and Robert’s wife Laurie, daughter 
Sharon and her husband Bill, and all of  
Clair’s many grandchildren. 

Besides many of  her neighbors in 
the Valencia Building, guests came from 
North Carolina, Virginia, and several cities 
in central Florida.

Clair and her husband Bernie were 
originally from Milwaukee, having moved 
to and lived in Florida for about a year in 
1949. They then moved back to Wisconsin 
for five years then back again to Florida for 
good in 1955. 

They owned and operated a vacuum 
business while raising this loving family.

This was a birthday party to be 
remembered for many years to come. 

Our building owes a special “thank 
you” and a pat-on-the back to Robin 

Photo of Steve and Peggy Duvall on the shore of the Mediterranean Sea. Also is a photo of 
Clair Mock at her surprise birthday party.  

Photo of a very surprised Clair Mock at her 
surprise birthday party in April.  

Harker, who almost singlehandedly cleaned, 
organized and disinfected the first floor 
storage room. Great job, Robin!

Now, as far as last week’s April 
Fool’s joke, I enjoyed doing the article 
and listening to all of  your comments and 
feedback. While there will not be a fourth 
floor on our building, at a recent gathering 
there was much speculation as to what 
would happen if  there was one. 

All the dog owners would want to 
have a dog run on the roof. Even my 
wife Pauline would be willing as long as it 
included a section for our cat Bella. 

Phil Roth and Dan DeSanzo would 

probably organize a moonlight putting 
tournament for golfers. I imagine that Clair 
Mock and Stan Morris would like to have 
been the first to use the zip line.

Lester Meyers would probably have 
cornered the sun screen concession, and 
of  course Valerie Martin would have issued 
a new building activities list including 
new rooftop activities involving colorful 
Chinese lanterns or flaming Tiki torches.

Oh, the possibilities…
(This is Henry Santos’ final Valencia Buildig 

column. The staff  and management of  the OTOW 
News thanks Henry for his nearly four years of  service as 
a building reporter. Good luck in the future, Henry!) 
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Siboney looks forward to summer activities

Welcome to May. Here at the Siboney 
Building, we are looking forward to the 
upcoming summer season. 

On April 18 our annual picnic was 
held at Philippe Park. Good food and 
friendly neighbors enjoyed playing games, 
socializing and eating. Thanks to all the 
men who did the cooking and ladies who 
set up the tables. 

Cele Radeloff  really enjoyed the 
Phillies baseball game at Spectrum Field 
with her son-in-law, Bob Dong, and Cele’s 
granddaughter, who were visiting from 
Long Island. Her visitors attended two 
Yankee games and two Phillies games.

Rumba’s was their favorite restaurant 
while they were in Clearwater and swimming 

Queen Victoria residents prepare to enjoy an Easter-season breakfast on April 13. Thirty hungry folks attended the event.

Happy 25th to the Queen Victoria Building
Residents of  the Queen Victoria Building enjoyed an Easter breakfast 

in the Sunrise Room on Saturday, April 13, with 30 in attendance. 
We have reached a milestone: Our building is 25 years old. There are 

nine original owners still here, either full or part-time.
Congratulations to the following: Ruth Bean, Lawrence Kelly, Alice 

Rosenthal, Evelyn and Dick Bowman, Keavin Maher, Stella Galante, Carol 
Orantes, Masako Gonzalez and Margo English. 

A belated welcome to several new residents as follows: Bob and Diane 
Dembinski, Nick and Bee Rukkampatega, Jerry and Emily Hee and Jean 
and Frank Grenga.

Best wishes for a wonderful summer for our permanent residents 
and the Snowbirds! 

in the heated pool was a special treat. 
At our last building meeting on March 

27, we had a visitor from the Dorado 
Building, Edwina Schick, who asked to sit 
in on our meeting to get some good ideas 
of  how a meeting is conducted. Many 
good topics were discussed and one in 
particular about electric cars and if  On Top 
of  the World had any electrical connections 
available for charging cars.

 A celebration of  life picnic for 

Copies of the 

OTOW News 

are available in 

the lobbies  

of the East and 

West Activity 

Centers.

Presentation 
given by 

Neighborhood 
Watch rep
The bunnies are back! I have seen 

three already. Spring is in the air and 
when you receive this newspaper, our 
Easter celebration will have already 
occurred. I hope that it was a happy 
one and that you were able to celebrate 
it with family and friends.

Our Englander family got together 
last month at the Clearwater Family 
Restaurant for our semi-annual gathering. 
The delicious food and warm friendship 
made it a lovely event. Even though we 
are a small building, our residents are 
very active, so it is not often that we get 
to all see each other in a group setting.

We took this opportunity to invite 
a representative of  the On Top of  the 
World Neighborhood Watch program to 
tell us about their program. Dave Beaven 
presented a very informative overview 
and update. We also learned several very 
useful tips to stay safe in our community 
and when and how to report crime  
when we see it. 

We look forward to meeting our 
new neighbors Pat and Paula Porcelli 
who moved in during the last week  
of  April.

It is with sadness, we bid farewell 
to our long-term Snowbirds, Jack and 
Sandy Heimel, who will be moving 
soon. May you each find happiness in 
your new homes. 

cancer survivors was held at Philippe Park 
in March. Cele Radeloff  and two of  her 
friends were in attendance and enjoyed 
food, entertainment, gifts and prizes. It 
was sponsored by Morton Plant Volunteer 
Resources. 

Our next meeting will be in October. 
Date and time will be forthcoming.

Happy Mother’s Day to all our ladies 
on Sunday, May 12.

Siboney residents enjoy their annual picnic at a large shelter at Philippe Park in April.

otoW after-hours emergency Number: 727-799-1115
(Water intrusion, elevator entrapment, building alarm  

malfunctions, and electrical problems)
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Watch OTOW-TV Channels 732 and 98.1

Offer of free cruise comes as surprise to Paradise resident
The following narrative was 

written and submitted by Rio Riviera 
resident Anna Georgiadis:

Eenie,meenie, miney, moe, should 
she stay or should she go... on a cruise, 
that is. That’s what Anna Georgiadis of  
the Rio Riviera Building was faced with 
when she got a call from a Philadelphia 
suburb from her 84-year-old godmother, 
Electra Lenard. 

It was a chilly day last October  
(68 degrees) when she got the phone call. 
Godmother said, “I’ve never been on a 
cruise because my husband was afraid 
he’d eat too much and get fat. Now that 
he has passed, I’m ready for my first 
cruise. Go with me, Anna, all expenses 
paid. Book it and I’ll be there. I want a 
window. And a balcony. And a suite!”

Anna, being an avid knitter, 
crocheter, Rummikub and card player 
mulled it over. “I’d be missing all my 
activities.” After about two seconds of  
“mulling,” yes! yes! was her answer.

Off  they went in March on the 
Rhapsody of  the Seas to Key West, Cozumel, 
Belize and Costa Maya. Anna took 
loads of  pictures of  her godmother, 
who in turn took loads of  pictures 
of  Anna, but a funny thing happened 

upon returning home — no photos of  
Anna! (Seems Electra was pressing the  
wrong camera button.)

Fortunately, a passerby offered to 
take a picture of  Anna at the dock where 

Electra Lenard poses on the balcony of 
her suite on the cruise liner Rhapsody of  
the Seas.

Anna Georgiadis’ godmother, Electra Lenard, rides  on her rented scooter. There were four 
ships in port that day (the fourth ship was hidden), disembarking a total of 10,000 people 
into Costa Maya, Central America.

four huge ships were dispensing about 
10,000 people onto Costa Maya. He took 
photo of  Anna holding none other than 
the On Top of  the World newspaper  
(see page 23).

If  you see Anna out and about, ask 
her how Godmother Electra did on her 
rented scooter. Handy little thing when 
you want people to get out of  the way! 
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Monthly social event attendance triples in numbers

Rusty models “The Anti-Bite” jacket, designed by Fran Barker to fend off agressive dogs. 

Granada residents enjoy their annual “Day at the Races” during a break for a lunch buffet.

Our building is filled with many folks 
from different walks of  life and various 
life journeys.

As we gathered monthly to celebrate 
birthdays, we noticed with each month the 
numbers grew, and last month we went 
from nine in attendance to 24.

Meeting the folks on both sides of  
the building has revealed many hidden 
talents among our residents. In fact, a 
newly-embroidered birthday sign appeared 
compliments of  its humble seamstress, 
Fran Barker. 

During our recent bout with the 
presence of  coyotes posing a serious danger 
to our On Top of  the World dogs, Fran 
designed the “Anti-Bite” jacket, as seen in 
the photo. We hope it stops aggresive dogs. 
She also created similar collars for folks that 
prefer collars for their pet dogs. 

I know of  several creative chefs, 
gardeners and so on, and we look forward 
to learning more about one another as we 
anticipate an even greater turnout at the 
upcoming backyard barbecue that will have 

taken place by the time this goes to print. 
As we say, “See you later” to our 

departing Snowbirds, we have also been 
welcoming several new residents. 

Let’s keep the numbers growing, Villa 
Riviera, so that every resident is welcomed 
and encouraged to reach out and meet 
someone they do not know. Remember, 
“community” does not exist without the 
“ U” and “I”!   

On a nice Sunday spring day, many 
of  us went to Tampa Bay Downs for 
a wonderful club house buffet and day  
of  betting.

As always, Arlene Berger planned 
another fun-filled day at the track for the 
Granada Building. Several joined in on the 
“corporation” as Tom Jamrozy calls it, 
which is “highly technical” and thought out 
by him. I can’t tell you his secret strategy 
but you are guaranteed to win. If  you think 
about it, this will only happen one way. 

We had a lot of  laughs and some luck 
and, as always, a great time. Thank you, 
Arlene, and we are already looking forward 
to next year.

We will be going to Ozona Blue for 
our monthly luncheon after this is already 
submitted for print. Several have already 
signed up to attend. 

This year, we have seen a lot of  
changes in residents. Several condos have 
changed owners and we welcome new 
residents and encourage all to participate 
in the lunches, activities and of  course, 

Granada horse racing fans 
find fun at Tampa Bay Downs

Rila Renaissance sees 
changes to lunch group

the “Gathering on the Green” on the last 
Thursday of  each month. 

Look for all postings on the bulletin 
board in the center of  our building. Check 
the calendar in the paper, for what On Top 
of  the World has to offer with clubs, shows, 
parties, etc. 

This is a wonderful community and 
you can be involved in as many or as little 
events and functions as you choose. 

OTOW Newspaper Web Site: 
www.ontopoftheworldnews.com

Change is coming to the Ladies 
Br unch/Lunch  Group here  a t  
Rila Renaissance. 

We have been having fun eating 
our way through Clearwater’s restaurants 
on the fourth Tuesday of  each month.

As our building faces the nine-hole 
golf  course, a lot of  our female residents 
belong to the ladies golf  group which 
also meets on Tuesdays, and as such 
cannot attend the luncheons. 

In an attempt to include more 
of  our ladies, we are changing our 
brunch/luncheons to the first Thursday  
of  each month.

The change of  the week has to 
do with the coverage of  our events 
for this paper. Meeting so late in the 
month previously made us miss the 
publication date for coverage of  our 
group’s outings. 

We will be skipping the month 
of  May and start our new schedule 
by going to the Whistle Stop Café in  
Safety Harbor on June 6.

We will meet in the core of  
the building at 11:15 a.m. as usual.  

The sign-up sheet will be on the 
bulletin board starting 10 days prior to  
the luncheon. 

We will also continue to e-mail 
members of  our group as a reminder 
each month.

We will be continuing our policy 
that your family or guests who are 
visiting, and friends from the area 
are always welcome to come along. 
I hope we will soon see some of  
our lady golfers attend our brunch/ 
luncheon outings.
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Within the past few years, individuals 
featured in this newspaper were contacted 
by phone claiming that a grandchild was in 
jail and needed bail money.

The callers had the correct names of 
the grandchildren, the correct towns and 
the correct grandparents’ phone numbers. 
However, the phone call was a scam to try to 
get the grandparents to fork out large sums 

of cash. Investigators believe the scammers 
may have read this newspaper online to 
gather information.

Since the first such incident, the OTOW 
News is requesting that building writers 
no longer list the names and locations 
of grandchildren in stories. All residents 
should be aware that this is a common scam 
everywhere in Florida and the entire country 

— not just here at On Top of the World. 
If you get a call claiming that a family 

member needs money, ask questions and 
double-check the information. 

Try to check on the whereabouts of 
the child in question yourself. If it sounds 
suspicious and you think it may be a scam, 
call the police. 

Help us protect residents from the ‘grandparent scam’

Getting ready for summer at On Top of the World 
Everyone at Mandarin is getting ready 

for the long, hot days of  summer. 
We held our last building dinner in 

March at the Rumba Bar and Grille for all 
the residents that go home for the summer. 
We had a great turn-out. 

It would be nice to have a dinner or 
two during the summer for those of  us still 
here. Maybe that can be arranged if  there 
is an interest shown. 

There will be some new residents 
coming soon to our building. Hopefully, 
over the summer, your reporter will be able 
to welcome them to their new homes and 
get their names and a little history.

Speaking of  history, I was told by 
resident Ed Foland that he and Doug 
Springer met due to their shared passion for 
John Deere tractors. They live in different 

A farewell dinner for Mandarin Snowbird residents was held recently at the Rumba Bar and 
Grille. As seen here, many were on hand for the event.          (Photo by Ed Foland)

states so I was amazed that could happen. 
It truly is a small world. 

Well, here’s to summer and lots of  
long cool drinks. Until later, take care.
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When visiting our advertisers, tell them you saw their ad in this newspaper.

Happy Mother’s Day 
from everyone at the 

OTOW News!

Mandalay luncheon was 
planned so all could attend

We had a great get-together April 1 
on the third floor of  our building, and it 
was a wonderful success. 

Having it at the building enabled 
those who could not travel and those who 
chose not to drive to attend. A very good 
time was had by all.

Featured fare included organic salad, 
chicken (both fried and baked), and cheese 
cake and apple pies.

There were 25 people in attendance. 
All the food was provided for through our 
building funds. Thanks to all who have paid 
their building dues for this year.

I want to thank Ana Moniz for 
helping decorate tables and serving our 
residents. Also Jonas Barnett for providing 
a commercial serving cart and picking up 
the chicken from Publix.  Also thanks to 
our building captain, who toted the tables 

up to the third floor. Irene Pappas made 
the salad. 

Lee and Linda Siegel were unable to 
attend due to a family commitment, but are 
in full swing organizing another luncheon 
at a local restaurant. 

www.ontopoftheworldnews.com

Award-winner and a 90th birthday celebrant make news
We have a lovely couple in our 

building, Joseph and Ernestine Heasti, 
originally from Fairfax, Va. 

Joseph attended George Mason 
University, which is the largest in Virginia, 
accommodating 34,000 students. Joseph 
has served as Chairman of  the Board 
and has a Master’s Degree in Public 
Administration.

Joseph is due to receive the university’s 
highest honor, the George Mason Medal at 
the school’s commencement ceremony 
later this year.

Joseph and Ernestine have been 
married for 55 years. They have two 
children and many grandchildren. 

They recently held a wine and 
appetizer get-together in the building to 
celebrate with everyone. Good wishes on 
your award, Joseph.

Also, Joseph makes the best cornbread 
I have ever tasted!

Another get-together was held on 
April 4 for Virginia McGinnis to celebrate 

her 90th birthday. She had a busy weekend, 
as a lot of  the family came to visit. 

She has lived at On Top of  the World 
for 23 years here at New World French. 

She originated from Latrobe, 
Pa., had 10 children: three boys and  
seven girls. 

Virginia was the OTOW News 
building reporter for 13 years. She also was 

New World French residents Joseph and  
Ernestine Heasti. Joseph is to receive a 
prestigious award later this year from George 
Mason University.

Former OTOW News reporter Virginia 
McGinnis in April celebrated her 90th birthday 
with a busy weekend, including good wishes 
from many friends and family members.

a one-time “Queen For the Day,” with a 
tiara and sash.

Ellen Safka has beautified the patio 

area by the core on the even side with red 
mulch. It looks really nice — thank you 
very much, Ellen!

Anytime you’re driving on otoW 
property, pleAse observe  

the 20 mph speed limit.
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Phone numbers You need to save

Community Service Office
727-683-6981 

Leave Message if  Needed

Water Turn-On/Turn-Off
727-799-3417  

Menu Option 6

Emergency Service 
After Hours/Weekends  

727-799-1115

OTOW Clearwater Website: otowclearwaterinfo.com

Duke Energy Power Outages .......................................................... 800-228-8485
Pinellas County Sheriff ’s Office Non-Emergency Line ................... 727-582-6200
Pinellas County Consumer Line (scams, rip-offs, etc.) ................... 727-464-6617

Some Handy Pinellas County Phone Numbers

Paradise couple enjoys 
cruise on new Celebrity ship

Wacky bridge game, golf 
scramble highlight April

Dale Smith and Toni Reinwald pose with the new Celebrity cruise ship, the Edge.

Paradise residents Dale Smith and 
Toni Reinwald enjoy cruising on the 
Celebrity cruise line. So when the line’s 
new ship, the Edge, was launched a few 
months ago, they booked a seven-day 
cruise to the Eastern Caribbean. 

They enjoyed stops at San Juan, 
St. Maarten, and Tortola, British Virgin 
Islands. They really enjoyed returning to 
the island of  Jost Van Dyke in the British 
Virgin Islands. 

They loved the new innovations and 
designs of  this ship such as the Magic 
Carpet movable lounge located off  the 
side of  the ship. 

This was really a trial run to get to 
know the ship—they are flying to Rome 

later in the year to join this same ship 
for a 14-night cruise to Italy, France  
and Spain.

The past few weeks have been 
busy with lots of  activities for our 
friends and neighbors.

Josie Marsiglio hosted another 
great Merry Mixed-Up Bridge game at 
her house. Twenty-four of  us played 
this crazy variety of  bridge with lots  
of  laughter. 

Prizes were awarded to Jane Owen 
for lady’s low score, to Bill Benzinger for 
men’s low score, to Rita Rudderham for 
lady’s high score, and to Les Meneilly for 
men’s top score.

Second place prizes went to Jim 
Rudderham and to Terry Kuplen. 

A big thank-you goes out to April 
Glenn for subbing at the last minute. It 
would have been difficult to play without 
your presence. Thank you, Josie, for 
hosting this great game!

Another super hostess was Mary 
Beth Devine, who hosted our annual 
St. Pat’s party. We all enjoyed delicious 
corned beef  and cabbage, along with 
special snacks, sides, and desserts. Thank 
you, Mary Beth. We have designated 
your house as the Party House!

Our annual golf  scramble was 
held on April Fool’s Day, with several 
golfers enjoying the game with their 
teammates. Following the game, we had 
a picnic in our backyard, to which we all 
brought dishes to pass. As usual this was 
a delightful way to celebrate spring with 
our neighbors. 

Golf  prizes were awarded. Jim 
Rudderham’s team, which was comprised 
of  Jim Rudderham, Mary Ellen Knapp 
and two others, won first place with a 
score of  33. 

Dennis Devine captained the 
second place team, who were Ralph 
Knapp, Bill Benzinger, and Wendy 
Colquhoun. Other prizes went to Bill 
for shortest drive, Sheila Meneilly for 
closest to the pin (woman), and to Bob 
for closest to the pin (man).

Congratulations to all the golfers 
and thanks to Terry Kuplen, Dick 
Kuplen, Rita Rudderham and Jim 
Rudderham for organizing this event.

Some of  our Snowbirds have 
already flown home to their northern 
homes. We wish everyone safe travels 
wherever they may go.
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Building coordinators 
are lauded for their work

Our Bavarian Chalet social club pizza 
party was a hit. We bid our Snowbirds a 
great summer season. 

We dined on delicious pizza and 
wings, compliments of  the social club, 
which Karen and Paul Torchia picked up 
from Rizzoli’s in Clearwater. Great choice! 
There were no leftovers from that, for 
sure!

Residents also provided an array of  
salads, appetizers, and desserts, which we 
all enjoyed. We have some great chefs and 
bakers in our building!

As most of  our building residents 
know, Kathy Schamel and Joanne Wallend 
have been our building coordinators  
for many years. 

They have worked tirelessly to 
organize building functions, keep our 
trash room clean and organized, and keep 
our storage areas, including the bike room, 
uncluttered and up to code. They have 
really gone above and beyond in their 
efforts. This little paragraph does not do 
them justice, but we want them to know 
that we sincerely appreciate everything you 
have done and all the time, effort, blood, 
sweat, and tears, you have literally poured 
into keeping the Bavarian Chalet a pleasant 
place to live. 

Both ladies have decided this year 
to “retire” from their voluntary positions 
as building coordinators. As officially 
announced at our pizza party, Karen 
Torchia has stepped up to be the new 
building coordinator and will also be 
handling the treasury fund as well. 

Nancy Stiner will serve as co-
coordinator. Joanne Wallend has agreed 
to serve as advisor, as we settle into 

our new positions and get the hang  
of  things. 

At this time, we want to offer a most 
sincere and grateful “Thank you!” to Kathy 
and Joanne, for everything! 

Our annual dues money can be paid 
to Karen or Nancy, and you will receive a 
receipt. Joanne has agreed to accept dues 
money as well.

 Please see our bulletin board by 
the elevator for notices regarding this 
or our upcoming building functions  
or business.

We would like to encourage all of  our 
building residents to join us for our picnic 
lunch at John Chesnut Sr. Park in East 
Lake, Palm Harbor, Florida, on Saturday, 
May 18, at 11 a.m. Burgers and hot dogs 
are provided by our social club funds, and 
the men are cooking!

If  you have not paid our $10 annual 
dues, you may do so at the picnic or before 
with one of  our building coordinators. 

Rides may be available to those who 
need transportation. Looking forward to 
seeing you all there. 

Current building captain 
wishes to remain in position

We had our annual building meeting 
recently and pizza was served. Paul read the 
minutes from last year’s meeting. 

Paul wishes to remain building captain 
with his daughter DeeDee remaining as 
secretary and treasurer. Paul gave the 
treasurer’s report. Due to the account going 
below $1,000, he asked for each unit to give 
$10 for building dues. Someone from each 
floor will come around to collect. 

Paul stated the trash room has 
improved. Then the floor was opened for 
new business.

Some folks asked that a mop, broom, 
dust pan, and table be purchased for the 
laundry room. Everyone agreed. 

Phil Meissner requested solar lights 
be added to the top of  the flag poles out 
of  respect for the flag and country. 

Several people asked why notices 
were being taken down off  the bulletin 
board after only a few days. No one should 
be removing notices from the bulletin 
board. In other words, “if  you didn’t put 
it up, don’t take it down.”

Several people expressed concern 
about cigarette smoking outside residences 
doors. People expressed this is being 
smelled in walk ways, center of  the building, 
and elevators. Some people stated they were 
allergic to the smoke, others have health 
issues, and everyone stated they didn’t like 
breathing it. 

It was decided that smokers be 
asked to smoke in their own residence and 
not where other people are exposed to 
second-hand smoke. Please respect your 
neighbors. 

At this time, a table has been added to 
the laundry room. Phil Meissner purchased 

the solar lights for the flag poles, and these 
have been installed. They look very nice. A 
big thank you to Phil. 

The list of  names outside the 
mailboxes have been updated. A new 
phone directory for our building has been 
completed and distributed to each unit who 
shared their phone number. If  you didn’t 
get one, that’s because you didn’t provide 
your phone number. If  your information 
is incorrect, please come see me and I will 
correct it.

Phil Meissner’s birthday was celebrated 
at a recent building luncheon at Hog Island 
Fish Camp. He was served birthday cake 
and we sang Happy Birthday to him as he 
blew out the candle. 

The March building luncheon was 
at Lucky Lobster. Out of  12 signing up, 
only five attended. This cost Mike a big tip. 
Mike asked that if  you sign up to go, please 
attend. If  you need to cancel, please let him 
know, as Mike makes the reservation off  
the list of  those who sign up.

OTOW Community Service Office Phone Number is 727-683-6981

Cannot overemphasize OTOW recycling tips and rules
Though recycling is something 

Americans have always done, in one form 
or another, recycling became a movement 
in the 1970s. The recycling bins came to 
Viking building and all of  On Top of  
the World much more recently. During 
that time, changes have come to what is  
to be recycled.

Once a large part of  the numerous 
items to be recycled, glass is no longer 
one of  them. Glass bottles and jars are no 
longer recycled because it is not profitable 
to do so. Put them into the regular  
trash bins. 

Styrofoam is not recyclable. A trip 
to the trash room after the bins had been 
emptied revealed a mess in one of  them. 
Someone had thrown Styrofoam sandwich 
boxes in the bin, along with loose napkins 
and other debris from their lunch. Remains 
of  food in the bins contaminates the rest 
of  the materials. 

Aluminum and tin cans are acceptable. 

Rinse them out before depositing them in 
the bins. 

What Pinellas County calls mixed 
paper products, including: newspapers, 
office paper, junk mail and magazines 
can be recycled. Open any envelopes and 
remove the contents from junk mail. 

Don’t throw your items into the bins 
in plastic bags. A quick check one morning 

revealed several plastic bags in the bins.
Cardboard boxes can be recycled. 

Please break them down and fold them 
up before you put them in the bin. Doing 
otherwise just takes away space from other 
items. Remove plastic bags from cereal and 
cracker boxes before putting the boxes in 
the bin. Another quick check just revealed 
a large cardboard box on the floor next to 
the bins.

The Pinellas County recycling page 
shows that only plastic bottles and jugs 
should be put in the bins. Remove the caps. 
Any other plastic items should be put in 
the trash bins.

Another point to make about the 
trash room itself  is that no furniture, 
appliances, or building materials should be 
left in there. For example, there has been a 
very large television set on the floor there 
for a couple of  months now. If  OTOW 
staff  removes these items, our building 
association will be billed for this service.

Brenda Shapiro, left, assistant building 
coordinator, and Pat Drake, building 
coordinator, are the people for information 
about recycling and anything else related to 
our building.   (Photo by Pat Ellingham)

For more information about recycling, 
visit Pinellas County’s recycling page. You 
can also call on building coordinator Pat 
Drake or assistant building coordinator 
Brenda Shapiro. They have attended 
meetings on this topic and can help answer 
any questions you have. Remember to 
recycle responsibly. 
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New flagpole installed just in time for Memorial Day

Pool Aerobics summer class has 
begun, most Polar Bears having left  
for cooler climes.

The On Top of  the World Chorus 
celebrated its 50th year with a marvelous 
well-attended spring concer t.  The 
performances were grand. The behind-
the-scenes crew is to be congratulated 
on making such programs go off  so well. 
If  you enjoy singing or acting. Think 
about joining the Chorus or Jesters or the  
Theater Workshop.

Carlos and the OTOW crew refinished 
our elevator’s (affectionately known as 
“Ellie”) floor. Looks nice and seems more 
slip-proof. The crew certainly keeps the 
Villa looking well-cared for.

It was really a pleasure to see “Old 
Glory” waving in the breeze again… Fred 
Schick and Jim Hilterbrant led the charge 
for the new, rust-proof, aluminum pole 
installation. The red, white and blue flowers 
added a nice touch. As seen by the photo, 
there was quite a group on hand to raise 
the Stars and Stripes.

Speaking of  Fred, congratulations are 
in order on his great golf  game, as our own 
“Silver Bear” collected another award.

Leaving chairs on the balcony may 
lead to hefty fines. If  the emergency 
personnel are impeded by items and report 
same, the fine is pretty high. Best to remove 
chairs after enjoying the outdoors.

We noticed the meandering walkways 
around the new picnic area. Going to 
be lovely when completed. If  I’m not 
mistaken, looks like the tennis courts 
may be lighted. Wouldn’t that be nice  
for evening tennis? 

Anyone else notice more wildlife 
around these last few weeks? Bunnies, birds 
— more like the OTOW of  old. Just hope 
people won’t encourage unwanted guests 
by feeding the wildlife.

Been frequenting the dog park. 

A number of Viennese Villa residents turned out to watch as the building’s new flagpole gets its inaugural flag-raising. Hal Fairfied holds 
the flag lanyard on the left of the new pole, while Sharon Clifford does the same on the right. Residents Fred Schick and Jim Hilterbrant 
were instrumental in obtaining the new, rust-proof, aluminum pole.               (Photo by Mike Leonard)

Such a fun place for both two- and four-
footed. Everyone is anxiously awaiting 
 the replacement fencing and grass.

The new garden on the Sunset gate is 
lovely. We’ve noticed many taking advantage 
of  the walkway and seating area.

Some of  those lights and benches 
would be a welcome addition by cross walks 
and dark streets. 

Happy Mother’s Day! Take that 
special gal out to dinner.

And of  course, Memorial Day. 

 It’s more than just a day for barbecues, 
parties and sales at the mall. Remember 
those who made our lifestyle possible. They 
gave so very much.

Birthday and anniversary wishes to 
all. A special wish to my hubby on our 50th 
year of  wedded bliss. Believe that and I 
have a bridge to sell you! Really, it has been 
fun. Then Hal’s new trip around ole Sol.

Until next month, any news fit to 
print, send along to fresca@maine.rr.com.

As you enter on World parkway and approach Americus Boulevard, 
remember to come to a complete stop before making your turn. do not pass 
a left-turning car on the right, inasmuch as that blocks the other driver’s 
vision and could cause an accident. Remember to make a complete stop 
when you come to any stop sign within the on top of the World community.  

the other cars and pedestrians around you are depending on it, even 
though you may not see them. A “rolling stop” places you and others 
at risk of an accident. Stop, look both ways, and look in front of you. 
thanks for being a cautious and safe driver!

ATTENTION WEST-SIDE DRIVERS
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Box Office Sudoku
This Classified section is a service to the On Top of the World community. 

There is no charge to residents for this service. Items must be priced under 
$500 and copy must be 20 words or less, including phone number. Submitter’s 
name and building name must be included, but will not be published.  
If the submitters’s name and building is not included with the ad, it will not 
be accepted for publication.

Please note: We do not accept ads for automobiles, firearms, yard/building 
sales, apartments for sale or rent, or employment. Drop off ads at the newspaper 
office. We cannot accept ads over the phone. Ad deadline is the 15th of the 
month preceding publication date. Ads received late will be placed in the next 
available issue. Only one (1) ad per person per month will be accepted. Unless 
otherwise stated in the ad, phone numbers are within the (727) area code. 

OTOW CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE
Decorative oak china closet with light, perfect 
for storing china and silverware $50.   
 266-4380

Whirlpool 27" oven (fits OTOW kitchens) 
$425; Whirlpool 21.2 cu. ft. refrigerator w/7.4 
cu. ft. freezer $275. Available early June.   
 757-771-7588

Bible prophecy videos; Christian, fishing, 
golf & tennis magzines; books, pool cues, 
household items, clothing. Very low prices. 
791-1444

Free to good home: Owner passed, leaving 
loving adult female cat. All shots up to date. 
Leave message.   352-362-9614

585 ProForm treadmill $250 OBO; power 
climber ZX suspension 26" unicycle $80 
OBO; three new lamps, fleur-de-lis design.  
 Leave msg 918-261-8602

Scooter, oldie but goodie, new batteries, 
comes apart in 3 pieces for easy transport, fits 
in trunk $200.  859-539-4114

Portable Singer slant-o-matic sewing machine 
with folding work table $200; Kenmore 
canister vacuum, good for smaller areas 
$60.  725-4630

Need an extra bed? Twin Aerobed for sale, 
like new $125 firm.  725-4976 or 269-0824
Bedroom dresser with mirror $25.   
 702-493-4650
Portable electric sewing machine $30; ladies’ 
right-hand golf clubs and bag, like new 
$100. 648-4749
Beautiful queen bedroom set, has dresser w/
cedar drawers, nightstand and mirror $300.  
 777-5127

WANTED
Round table wanted, sturdy wood or glass, 
for corner TV, size 29” dia. x 30” high.  
 791-3474

LOST & FOUND
Lost: 14K gold Byzantine bracelet. Reward 
if found.  Please call 797-4918
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